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The very first Sitenotes is lost in the mists of 
time. Known then simply as the Swanbury 
Penglase Newsletter, the earliest issue we have 
on record is number 3, published in April 1998. It 
coincided with our 10th anniversary and covered 
amongst other things; doubling the number 
of projects won the previous year, progress 
on computerisation and preparations for the 
millenium bug. We had sixteen staff that year. 
Today we have about 70.

The publishing interval was somewhat random 
and informal in those early days, amounting to 
about 3 issues per year.

Staff Notes is a favourite little corner of the 
newsletter, offering just glimpses into the rich mix 
of people that make up our culture. The first one 
was in issue 11, 2003 and the subject was none 
other than Justin who famously had an official 
staff photo taken before he had even sat a job 
interview!

Another popular feature is the Office News 
section, documenting various team members’ 
exploits and achievements over the years and in 
this edition, you will find a compilation of statistics 
demonstrating just what a hive of activity our 
team is.

Originally black and white photocopies, the 
newsletter made the jump to colour in 2002 
and adopted the title Site Notes in 2003. The 
title was to remain two separate words until a 
major format refresh for issue 29, 2008 when we 
turned it sideways, dispensed with the space, 
pushed it over the edge, and adopted full bleed 
printing. Heady days!

The following issue, number 30, featured our 
new office in Gilbert St that was certified as the 
first 5-star ABGR building in South Australia.

2010 was the company’s 21st year of operation 
and Sitenotes featured in depth Staff Notes on 
the four directors at the time. We now have six 
directors of whom Andrew Phillips is the only one 
of those four remaining.

The original founders of the company, Eric 
Swanbury and Stephen Penglase retired in 
2024 and Sitenotes dedicated an issue each 
for them to share reflections on their time in the 
profession.

From its random and modest beginnings, 
Sitenotes has for a long time been an integral 
part of our engagement with clients and the 
wider community. The whole team takes great 
pleasure in celebrating this 100th issue and looks 
forward to bringing you many more. 
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# 30

We’re No 1 - A South Australian First

Thirty issues of sitenotes and we are proud 
to celebrate a South Australian first. We 
catch you up on all the happenings of the 
Melbourne o�ce and check in on the o�ce 
news with new arrivals and announcements. 

In a South Australian first, our o�ce is now certified as a 5 star ABGR rated building 
making it one of the three most energy e�cient buildings in the country! 

The new Australian Building Greenhouse Rating system (ABGR) rates buildings for 
e�ciency of energy use (or rather consumption) providing a real measure of the success 
of green building principles included in the design. Whilst other ratings focus on delivery 
and construction, the ABGR is a means of testing environmental design principles at 
work, with 12 months of data reviewed by independent third parties as part of the rating 
process. 

There are three main components to the system – the first being the building design, key 
to reducing heat load and hence energy demand. This included the creation of a ‘cool zone’ 
along the western size, consisting of gardens and foyer space to deal with the western 
orientation, double glazing, adjustable sun shading and a ‘double skinned’ roof.

An air conditioning plant located in the cellar draws fresh air in via external air ducts 
meaning air is tempered before being delivered to the space through low velocity floor 
registers or vents at close to the required comfort temperature. Only air in the ‘human 
zone’ is cooled or heated, thus minimising energy usage.

The second component is the plant itself. The system is an air cooled, hot and chilled 
water system, not the typical air cooled system found in most buildings and can respond 
to changes in conditions.  By taking air already tempered by the cellar conditions and 
conditioning to close to the required temperature (a conventional plant would be required 
to heat or cool to a much greater extent) the amount of conditioning is lessened and hence 
the energy required.  The initial extra cost of the system is o�set by the energy savings 
made over it’s operating life.

The final component is an intelligent Building Management System, which monitors the 
air intake, reports on conditions in the building and takes into account other environmental 
factors, such as open windows, and automatically adjusts the system to suit in a cost 
e�ective manner.

Not only is this building a functioning example of integrated building design and 
environmental systems that can be installed now, it has proven its e�ciency in saved 
energy and ultimately saved costs and that is a win for both the owners as well as the 
environment.  Swanbury Penglase in conjunction with our building services engineers 
Bassett proving the somewhat experimental system to be a success.

As an added bonus, we enjoy the benefits of working in plenty of natural light as well as 
staying comfortable all year round!
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# 31
Whilst it’s just starting to thaw outside, the 

busy pace at Swanbury Penglase has been 

keeping us warm.  With awards and news 

there’s plenty going on so find somewhere 

comfy and catch up with us. 

Carclew Youth 

Arts Centre

Wallaroo Primary School

Carnegie Mellon University

Bonython Hall

The Torrens Building

The state of heritage 

The Bonython Hall project at the University 

of Adelaide has allowed for the sensitive 

integration of new services to this important 

interior to meet the University’s evolving 

needs for its ‘Great Hall’.  The ongoing project 

at the Carclew Youth Arts Centre has seen 

major conservation work carried out to 

correct errors in the original construction, 

such as the installation of the lead cladding 

to the tower roof  which caused its eventual 

failure.

We are pleased that the quality of our work 

for all these projects has been recognised by 

awards and look forward to helping make the 

places of our past serve our future.

Heritage Architecture has long been a part of the portfolio at Swanbury Penglase.  In recent 
years these projects have garnered a high level of success and attention with the RAIA Awards 
this year bringing an Award of Merit and Commendation for Carclew Youth Arts Centre and 
Wallaroo Primary School respectively.  In 2007 the Carnegie Mellon project received an RAIA 
Commendation and work at The University of Adelaide’s Bonython Hall in conjunction with 
McDougall & Vines received a UNESCO Asia Pacific Award.  So it was with this in mind that 
sitenotes talked with Andrew Klenke, Associate and Senior Heritage Architect, about these 
projects and heritage architecture in South Australia.

It is di�cult to practice architecture in South Australia without coming into contact 

with buildings which are heritage listed in some form or other.  Indeed the buildings and 

landscapes, or in heritage lingo ‘places’, of our past surround us.  Our history brought 

together widespread and substantial development at an early date using durable brick and 

stone due to the lack of more perishable local timber and our story has been less influenced 

by the development pressures which have shaped other places in Australia.  The result has 

been that a larger proportion of our older buildings have survived.

In recent years a more buoyant local economy has seen new pressure for development and 

so our older building stock is increasingly being influenced by change.  The heritage battles 

of the past placed conservation at odds with development usually summarised as the ‘past 

against the future’.  While there are instances where these stereotypes remain, these 

battles have largely been won with a large proportion of our significant heritage places now 

recognised and identified on heritage lists.  

Heritage listing is the community’s way of protecting what it considers to be of 

importance in understanding its history and culture.  While heritage lists were 

formulated as early as the 1960’s, it was not until the 1970’s that there was protection 

provided through legislation which forced the retention of particular places.  This has 

now developed into a system of tiered heritage lists depending upon the places’ 

importance to the world, national, state and local communities.  

Swanbury Penglase sees the current economic climate as providing exciting opportunities 

for our cultural heritage landscape.  It provides the opportunity to foster new or enhanced 

inventive uses for many of our heritage buildings which have in the past been under 

utilised. 

Good conservation is all about carefully managing change in the 

context of understanding what makes the place significant.

It also provides the potential for the necessary financial resources to be available to 

creatively resolve problems which have plagued some of our important heritage places.  

This can be illustrated in a number of our more recent projects.  Our ongoing work at the 

Torrens Building in Victoria Square involves the sensitive conversion of this significant 

public building into a new creative environment for an international university which will add 

to our cultural and intellectual environment.  The reconstruction of the Wallaroo Primary 

School after fire allowed the former dignity of the building to be restored by reversing 

unsympathetic alterations and integrating flexibility to reflect current teaching practices.  

It is hoped that it can serve as a model of how this can be achieved for our important stock 

of old school buildings throughout the state.  
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# 33
With another year underway, Sitenotes 

is looking forward to keeping you up 

to speed on the latest projects and 

everything SPA. Join us for a look around 

the Holdy and catch up on the latest sta� 

news and sports reviews!

The New Old Holdfast Hotel 
If you are a regular commuter along Brighton Road you may have 

noticed the two year transformation taking place at one of Glenelg’s 

oldest hotels.  A�ectionately known as “The Holdy”, it has undergone a 

rebirth with a dramatic refurbishment, both inside and out.

In early 2003 Swanbury Penglase began work  on the concept design.

The initial brief was to demolish outdated parts of the hotel and to 

provide a new bistro space, beer garden and bottle shop. As design 

development progressed, the brief expanded to encompass the 

redevelopment of the entire hotel including restoration of the heritage 

listed facade and balcony. Once on site the project became a complex 

exercise with the hotel remaining in operation over some 14 stages of 

construction.

New architectural insertions are contemporary and minimalist in 

character with each area of the hotel having its own distinctive 

features whilst retaining the original “Holdy experience”. Some of these 

elements include the use of custom designed lighting, zinc cladding 

and the reuse of original materials. Ceiling beams salvaged from the old 

cellar were used to create the new front bar, whilst the original terrazzo 

cladding was cleaned, cut down, polished and regrouted. 

Also unchanged is the Holdy’s commitment to its award winning beers. 

The hotel purchased a micro-brewing plant in 2002 from an old London 

pub with a production capacity of 500 litre batches. Since that time 

the hotel has developed 15 di�erent beers that are available on tap 

on a rotational basis. These include the ‘White Pointer’ and ‘Dark Ale’, 

both of which recently won medals at the Australian International Beer 

awards in Melbourne.

Not one area of the hotel has been forgotten, whether it be the new 

front bar, the light filled bistro or the expansive beer garden complete 

with large screen TV’s - nothing has been overlooked with regards to 

creating the quintessential Holdy experience and with award winning 

beers on tap, what more could you ask for?

dining room

lounge bar

dining and lounge 

beer garden

The Holdfast Hotel

Mohd’s farewell drinksMoMMoM hdhd’s ffarewell drdrinini kskskss

There has been much discussion in the media and wider community regarding this particular aspect of the Government’s economic 

stimulus package but regardless of your politics, and put very simply, it’s the most amount of money that has ever been poured into 

educational facilities at one time and it’s going to dramatically change education facilities across this country. SPA is involved in a number 

of BER packages, from both Round 1 with the standard building templates as well as Rounds 2 & 3 which are more tailored solutions. We 

are pleased to be working with both public and private schools as well as tertiary clients to deliver innovative and exciting education spaces 

for current and future generations and we look forward to featuring some of these projects in future issues of Sitenotes. Stay tuned.

Building the Education Revolution...

For a growing number of our community with chronic 

kidney failure, dialysis treatment is a large factor in the 

quality of life that they can enjoy.

Often requiring treatment 2 to 3 times a week for 

periods of up to 4 hours, the dialysis clinic becomes a 

place where patients spend a lot of time.

Swanbury Penglase have over the past 15 years 

designed and managed the development of clinics 

across Australia and New Zealand for Fresenius 

Medical Care Australia; part of a multinational company 

specialising in the provision of dialysis services.

Our primary aim is to produce clinics which not only 

meet the strict sterile guidelines necessary in high 

level medical treatment areas but also provide a 

comfortable, people friendly atmosphere.

The environment we create seeks to help build a 

supportive community by not only allowing clinic 

staff to respond to and relate to the patients but also 

permits and encourages interaction between patients. 

Particular care is applied to colour and finishes 

selections, the maintenance of ‘warm’ temperatures, 

lighting design which is both comfortable and provides 

correct skin tones, placement of support services, and 

provision of TV and other activities to occupy the mind.

The dialysis equipment, reverse osmosis water 

treatment plans and patient management systems 

have developed rapidly since our first clinic was 

completed. We anticipate continuing progress in dialysis 

technology requiring the clinic designs to evolve.

Treatment for Life

RO Plant Room Reception

3D Rendering by Swanbury Penglase

Spearwood Clinic, Perth WA
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# 35
A busy few months have meant a small 

delay on sitenotes but the third issue of 

the year is here! It brings us adventures 

on both the paintball fi eld and the central 

plains of Vietnam, as well as an insight 

into Swanbury Penglase’s ongoing Dialysis 

Clinic work. 

Swanbury Penglase has recently been involved in two projects at the University of 

South Australia’s City West Campus; the Law Courtyard and Moot Court. With the 

establishment of the School of Law in 2008, Swanbury Penglase was approached to 

provide a new courtyard and undertake some internal refurbishments to create a new 

moot court, student reception and tutorial spaces.

As both had only recently been completed, the Sitenotes team took this opportunity 

to grab some lunch, head over and check it out first hand.

The redevelopment at this campus over recent years has seen it develop a strong 

presence along both Hindley Street and North Terrace.  Most noticeably with two 

award winning buildings, the Kaurna Building on Hindley Street and the Hawke 

Building on North Terrace.

The visit takes the team a little further west to the corner of Hindley and George 

Street, to a modest red brick building and the new home of the University of South 

Australia’s School of Law. Completed in 1941, this heritage listed building was 

originally the headquarters for the South Australian Brewing Company.

Tucked around the back of this building is our destination– the new Law Courtyard 

and the student entrance for the school. From George Street there are few hints that 

any changes have occurred since 1941, however it soon becomes apparent from what 

is revealed by the new ‘punched’ wall openings that something a little di�erent lies 

within.

Previously a storage shed and carpark, the brief for this space was to create an 

outdoor area for students to relax or study in whilst also creating a new entry 

statement to the School of Law.  In contrast to the heritage fabric of the Law building, 

o�-form concrete ties in with the forms of the newer surrounding buildings and 

elements such as the cast iron screens to the courtyard windows and gate relate to 

details on the Law School building itself.

Contemporary design elements such as the seating areas and the new bike shelter add 

amenity to the space. The landscape planting insertion into what is a predominantly 

‘hard-scaped’ area softens the overall scheme and brings life to the courtyard.

Along with the courtyard, internal refurbishments facilitate the running of the school’s 

teaching program. This includes the creation of the Moot Court, a mock court where 

students can develop their skills. It is great to see that equal attention has been 

given to the external spaces to complement and enhance the student experience and 

provide a break from the surrounding inner city environment.

This just in...AIA Awards 2009!

An afternoon brush with the Law...front entrance

shade shelter

windows on George St

Architecture’s ‘night of nights’ was held at the Wine Centre on June 12th 2009. Swanbury 

Penglase fielded a number of entries this year across a variety of categories with 

success going to the Linden Park Primary Schools project that received a Commendation 

in the Public Buildings category. Congratulations to the team from DECS, DTEI, Linden 

Park and SPA and the wider consultant and building group for recognition of this highly 

successful project outcome.  Thanks also to school Principal Rob Harding and his wife 

Marion for joining us on the evening, a good night was had by all. 

Moot Court

Linden Park 
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# 34
Sitenotes is pleased to announce that 

Swanbury Penglase in association with 

John Wardle Architects is working with 

the University of South Australia to 

deliver a new building at the Mawson 

Lakes Campus.  Watch this space for 

more details.

Flinders University has recently opened 
its doors inside the former Reserve Bank 
Building, 182 Victoria Square. Occupying 
half of the ground floor and all of level 
one, facilities include a shop front for all 
University services, post graduate teaching 
facilities, staff work areas, executive 
office accommodation and an executive 
boardroom with video conference capability.

Working with a contemporary heritage 
listed building has been an interesting and 
at times demanding challenge, but it is 
important these buildings have a working 
life so they can continue to contribute as 
a vital part of our city’s history and the 
current urban fabric.

Completed in 1965, the building was 

heritage listed in 1980 and represents a 
significant period in Australian architecture; 
it ‘reflects the confidence and prosperity of 
Post War Australia through its proportions 
and use of high quality Australian materials’ 
(Statement of Significance).

The beautifully proportioned space, 
particularly evident on the ground floor, 
demanded a unique response when 
resolving the design. The constraints of 
being unable to secure or fix into heritage 
elements such as the granite floor or the 
marble clad columns required a creative 
approach to the steel structure to support 
the enclosed spaces.

The palette of finishes has been kept 
deliberately muted in homage to the 

refined materials originally selected and still 
evident today. The result is a sophisticated 
space that creates a highly finished 
backdrop for the Flinders University brand 
and ensures multimedia presentation 
platforms on display, such as the video 
capable LED panels and LCD touch screens, 
stand out.

The ground floor tenancy was opened on 
Thursday November 12 by the Premier
Mike Rann at an event hosted by the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Michael Barber.

The construction of the first floor space 
is due for completion in time for the 
commencement of the 2010 academic year.  
For more information check out the
youtube links above.

The Barr Smith Library at Adelaide University opened their new lounge to students 
for the fi rst time in March this year. Located to the north of the library’s main entry 
on level three, the space previously housed the library’s periodical collection along 
with a number of individual quiet study desks around the perimeter.
As a graduate of Adelaide University I had personally used this space many times 
throughout my Uni days and can say that even before the recent lounge
refurbishment it was one of the nicest spaces in the library to work due to the 
abundance of natural light from the north facing windows.
This area however didn’t cater for group work. If you wanted to have a group discus-
sion you needed to go down the other end of the fl oor or to another level, but these 
spaces weren’t that e� ective either as they were directly adjacent quiet study areas.
With this in mind, the University of Adelaide, contractor BMDe3 and Swanbury 
Penglase set out to create a relaxed environment for group work that concentrated 
noisy activity in one space and had some separation from the rest of the library.
Following the previous success of the adjacent 24 hour computer lab, the northern 
wing on level 3 was the perfect space to tap in to and continue this vibrancy.
To cater for the various modes of study and collaboration, the lounge has been 
designed to feature a variety of seating, from cafe-style tables and sofas through to 
armchairs and beanbags. Two whiteboard walls have also been included to stimulate 
group discussions along with a number of mobile standing height “layout” tables for 
collaborating on projects. 
In addition, with laptops becoming more and more common amongst students, a red 
bench running right around the central raised reading area caters for this trend (along 
with plenty of power points).
With the new lounge facilities further pushing the University of Adelaide’s learning 
experience to the forefront of 21st century learning, who knows? - the Unibar may be 
given a run for it’s money as the best place on campus to hang out between classes.

Aidan Taylor completed his architectural studies at The University of Adelaide in 2006.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KWWES9hiTs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCVuE1c5BiM&feature=related

Lounge
Learning

The character of reserve

Image from BMDe3
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# 36
Phew, the bells are ringing and another 
year draws to a close. The fi nal issue of 
sitenotes for the year brings you details of 
some of our recent University work, a trip 
to the baseball in NYC and even a group 
of running Santas! One can only imagine 
what next year will bring... 
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# 38
As we begin to shiver our way through 
winter, come, sit in front of the fire (or 
your chosen form of heat giving device)
and rest a while. Let us regale you with 
stories of universities, tram overpasses, 
student hostels and all things SPA... 

Adelaide continues to develop its 
International University precinct in Victoria 
Square by welcoming the University College 
London (UCL) to the Torrens building. The 
project provided a great opportunity for 
Swanbury Penglase in creating UCL’s first 
ever home away from home.

Currently ranked fourth university in the 
world, UCL has a reputation for being an 
academic institution with a strong history 
and tradition while also being ground 
breaking on issues such as student equal 
rights and boasting no less than twenty one 
Nobel Prize winners amongst its alumni. 

The challenge was set to create something 
quite unlike UCL in the UK. With the historic 
Torrens Building providing a background 
where the notion of old and new could 
be brought forward to create a bold and 
sophisticated environment that would 
inspire and support students and academics 
alike.

The fitout includes an administration area, 
executive offices, academic offices, meeting 
rooms, seminar rooms, a student library and 
a common room spread over the ground 
and first floor. In recognition of the heritage 
fabric, new walls and joinery are detailed to 
be easily removed and designed to appear as 
art installations within the spaces.

The alliance between London and Adelaide 
is visually celebrated throughout the 
spaces and expressed through graphics and 
‘installations’ to walls, glazing and floors. 
The graphics portray a stylized version 
of the Central London map laid over the 
Adelaide City plan, bringing UCL’s origins 
and grounding them in their new home in 
Adelaide.

The design team and the client worked very 
closely with artists and graphic designers 
in the creation of backlit wall installations 
along the main corridor, each relating to a 
form of energy reflective of the campus 
focus as its School of Energy and Resources.

London Calling
How’s your South Road peak hour travel 
time going these days? If you answered 
‘good’ or ‘better’ then chances are it might 
have something to do with the recent 
completion of the Glenelg tram overpass.

The $32M overpass project to reduce 
traffic congestion was led by McConnell 
Dowell with Swanbury Penglase working 
in collaboration with Aecom as part of the 
design team. 

The bridge incorporates a new covered 
tram stop elevated over South Road, two 
glazed lifts, a pedestrian/bike path and 
extensive landscaping and public use areas 
under the bridge. 

Constructed primarily using precast 
concrete elements, it allowed the design 
team to achieve a distinctive form with the 
bridge and associated elements.

Public art consultant Groundplay 
was engaged by SPA to assist in the 
development of the patterned throw 
screens and the incorporation of public art 
referencing the tree lined nature of the 
existing tram corridor.

A collaborative success, the project melded 
the disciplines of architecture, urban design 
and landscape architecture all within the 
stringent requirements of rail and bridge 
engineering.

The project recently received an Excellence 
Award from the Institute of Public Works 
Engineering Australia for a project valued 
over $500,000.

A positive contribution to the urban fabric 
while assisting with the smooth flow of 
traffic for the sixty thousand vehicles that 
use South Road every day, makes this 
project a winner!

The official opening of the UCL School of 

Energy and Resources, Australia took place 

on Wednesday 28th and was attended by 

the British High Commissioner to Australia, 

Baroness Amos; South Australian Premier, 

the Hon. Mike Rann; UCL’s Provost and Vice-

Provost from the UK, Professor Malcolm 

Grant and Professor Michael Worton; and 

Santos Chief Executive Officer, David Knox.

Meanwhile,  
over the road...
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# 39
We’ve hit the half-way mark of the year 

and that can only mean one thing... 

Award Season!  Sitenotes brings you all 

the winners and grinners as well as an 

insight into the Saturday Indesign event. 

And last but not least, some trusty o�ce 

news. Read on...

Tell him he’s dreamin’...
This year’s AIA awards were held on July 2nd with the John S Chappel Award, 

the highest award for residential architecture in South Australia, being 

awarded to the Glen Osmond Residence by Swanbury Penglase. What 

some may not know is that this residence is the new home for director Eric 

Swanbury and his wife Kaye.

Sitenotes got the opportunity to sit down with Eric and ask the tough 

questions about the design and construction process of this award winning 

house, what it’s like to live in, and the pressures of putting your own home 

out there to be critiqued by your peers.

Here’s a small sample of what Eric said…

The overall experience was a good one. The difference in designing for 

yourself, as compared to designing for someone else is it’s much harder to be 

objective and it gave me a much greater appreciation of how hard it is for the 

client to make a whole pile of decisions that you ultimately have to live with.

In terms of the overall intent, what we wanted to achieve revolved around 

the fact that our situation had changed from being a family of five under 

one roof to rapidly approaching the stage where there is only two of us. The 

new house was to be casual, easy to live in and it needed to have a lot more 

natural light. In essence we were looking for something that gave us the 

lifestyle of apartment living but still provided outdoor space and the garden; 

two things that neither of us wanted to give up. 

We also wanted a space that flowed from the kitchen/study area through 

to the dining space, living area and entry, right through to the bedroom and 

beyond so there was a connection between them but still a level of privacy 

so the bedroom didn’t feel like it was in the living room. By wrapping them 

around the stair, it provided that separation within what is a continuous 

space. While we do have doors we know the concept works because we don’t 

ever close them, you can actually walk from the study to the ensuite without 

opening or shutting a door.

 In terms of construction, we deliberately undertook a Managing Contractor 

arrangement as opposed to a more traditional contractual arrangement. We 

started off with site meetings where high level management would attend 

but in the end site meetings were just me and the foreman. It was very 

immediate, an everyday type arrangement which worked out really well.

The house included a number of environment initiatives such as 

geothermal air conditioning, solar panels, sun shading to external walls 

and double glazing. On the environmental aspects of the house. Eric said…

One of the things that we refused to do was to compromise on our living 

standards. Some people say to be eco friendly you need to lower your 

expectations, but I wasn’t going to accept a half hot house or a half cold 

house. We’ve got to be smarter than that. We need to be able to deliver the 

same standards but just do it better. We have achieved this by creating a 

house that is more comfortable than our previous house and cheaper to run 

using only 40% of the energy we were previously consuming.
For the full interview, photographs and plans jump online and 

visit www.swanburypenglase.com
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# 40
Last edition of sitenotes for the year! 

With an education focus we bring you a 

two projects which are all about learning 

and as always, a snippet of news from 

the o�ces of SPA. Sitenotes would like 

to wish all of our readers a safe and happy 

festive season. See you next year!

St Andrew’s school in Walkerville celebrated their new gym and performing arts centre 

with a grand opening in late September. The multifunctional facility consists of a 

multipurpose hall, change rooms, band space, dance studio, individual music rooms and a 

number of learning spaces.

The precast concrete structure sits boldly in the school grounds at the corner of Smith 

Street and Church Terrace. Slices of full height glazing provide the interior with an 

abundance of natural light while aesthetically moderating the building mass. Splashes of 

bright colours hint at the vibrant spaces within.

The interior design philosophy was to reflect the nature and use of the space in colour and 

material selections. A combination of high gloss, natural and tactile finishes reflect the 

energy and sounds that will be created in the centre. Feature timber acoustic panels bring 

natural warmth to the internal lining of the multipurpose hall. Bright colours in the custom 

carpet and fabric covered acoustic panels are used to identify different zones within the 

rest of the facility

SPA worked closely with acoustic consultants AECOM to ensure sound quality within 

the building and ensure acoustic containment to avoid sound intrusion to neighbouring 

residences. The project was fast tracked to avoid being caught up in the peak of the BER 

projects.

Christian Brother’s 
College Junior 
School
Construction of the Christian Brother’s 

College Junior School Campus began 

in November 2009 and as you can see 

from the photo, things are really taking 

shape on the Wakefield Street site. The 

project is expected to be complete by 

June 2011 - watch this space!

St Andrew’s Performing Arts Centre
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It’s alarming how quickly the first 3 
months of the year has gone but here 
at SPA we’re back in full swing. In this 
edition of sitenotes we’ll fill you in on 
some work we’re undertaking in China 
as well as an action packed office news. 
Happy New Year everyone!

For the same reasons, the adjacent wooded hillside will also be retained. Unlike many typical 
developments that would just level large areas to create a clean slate, this project aims to 
maximise the integration between the proposed development and its natural surroundings.

The development will cater for both retail and office uses and consists of approximately 
60% residential and 40% commercial. The residential component incorporates six 33 storey 
residential towers as well as low-rise townhouses and apartments.

Community recreation and activity facilities are also considered important aspects of a 
development. Multiple generations of a family can often be living together under the one 
roof, so projects need to cater for all types of activities across a range of age groups; children 
through to grandparents. In this case a large kindergarten is a feature of the design.

This project, like previous China projects has required staff to make several trips to China 
for meetings, design workshops and critiques. Although often hectic and fast paced 
(not dissimilar to the overall design process) they’re also very rewarding when design 
breakthroughs are made. The fantastic Chinese hospitality and their amazing provincial food 
may also have something to do with Steve and Witold always wanting to go back!

Changsha, located on the Xiang River 
(a modest 600m wide) in south central 
China is the location of a residential and 
commercial development currently keeping 
the office busy. The capital of the Hunan 
province, Changsha has a population of over 
6 million people and this project is the first 
that Swanbury Penglase has worked on in 
collaboration with one of the largest private 
developers in China. Similar to previous 
projects, Swanbury Penglase are engaged 
purely as designers, with the documentation 
and contract administration undertaken 
by our counterparts in China. This time, 
however, our services will also include input 
on construction detailing and a review of 
construction documentation.

The site is interesting, both topographically 
and culturally. Located between the river 
and a densely vegetated hillside the site 
was originally the location for an industrial 
machine factory estate built for China by the 
Russians during the Cultural Revolution in 
the 1960’s. Evidence of the original purpose 
of the site is illustrated by ageing mottos 
adorning walls of the existing buildings 
and around the site, encouraging hard 
work. Retaining some of these buildings to 
encourage the interaction of old and new is 
an important part of the project brief and 
design philosophy. This is reinforced by the 
reuse of materials salvaged from demolished 
existing buildings and is another way the 
project aims to remind people of the site’s 
legacy.

Community design for all

Singapore 
Swing
During a recent visit to Singapore I was 
fascinated by the kinetic façade detail 
featured on the newly established and 
world class Marina Bay Sands resort.

A series of small aluminium squares rotate 
on the façade of the element which links 
the three hotel towers. Designed by Ned 
Kahn, his ‘Wind Veil’ is activated by the 
movement of wind. The hanging panels of 
metallic fabric are extremely lightweight 
and responsive to subtle changes in the 
wind creating animated imagery which left 
me mesmerised.

To me, the ever-changing imagery created 
by these squares reflects the diverse, small 
but unique city/country of Singapore. 
A must see! 

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DiS3m3SU2HE

Michelle Giuffreda recently visited Singapore
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Hello there! It’s term three and schools 
out! This issue we take a look at some 
BER results, catch up on the latest in 
educational thinking with CEFPI and 
round out the issue with a staff profile, 
a travel review and some office news, 
phew!

It was the largest amount of spending on education infrastructure that we were ever likely 
to see in a lifetime so ‘revolution’, in that sense, probably wasn’t an understatement. 

We had the opportunity to work with both public and private schools and almost without 
exception, have found the results to be positive. School communities have gained facilities 
that they were never likely to get, or that were years away from realisation, providing 
immediate benefits to both school and wider community. Unsurprisingly, it was those 
schools that were fortunate enough to have plans in place that really benefited most.

While you can argue that better value could have been achieved through greater 
consultation (this is often the case when time frames are highly compressed) you can’t 
really say that spending on education, on any level could ever be a bad thing.  As passionate 
advocates of good educational architecture, we believe that flexible and adaptive spaces 
for learning, to suit new paradigms, will facilitate our educators in delivering the highest 
quality education possible. What will be interesting is to work with this new building stock 
in the next few years and see how we can continue to build cohesive and practical learning 
environments.

We would like to thank those schools and the builders who delivered these projects for 
the opportunity to be involved in what we have found to be a rewarding and beneficial 
experience. Viva la revolution indeed!

viva la revolution!
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Stradbroke Primary School

Norwood Primary School

Largs Bay Primary School St Andrews Primary School

Linden Park Schools

Unley Primary School
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Seasons Greetings and Happy Holidays 
from all at SPA! The final issue of the 
year is here and sees us exploring a new 
residential project, indigenous housing 
in Pt Hedland as well as the usual office 
news and staff notes. Happy reading 
and we’ll catch you in 2012!S
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Hillside Modern
A sunny (and very windy) day in November saw a number of staff from Swanbury Penglase 
make the trip up to Lobethal  for a celebratory BBQ and the official opening of the Meehan 
Residence. Site notes took this opportunity to ask Architectural Graduate, Aidan Taylor 
about his experience being involved in the project. This is what he had to say…

This house has definitely been a long time in the making. I started working on the sketch 
design with Andrew Phillips nearly four years ago so it is really rewarding being able to see 
and experience the building finished and “in the flesh”.

In early 2008, after having looked at various ‘off the shelf’ prefab solutions that just never 
seemed to work with the site, George and Susan Meehan approached Andrew with a brief 
for a modest sized two bedroom house that embraced the natural topography rather than 
destroying it with a substantial cut and fill that is so common with many project homes on 
sloping sites these days.

In what can only be described as a ‘grandmaster-like’ moment at the very first site meeting 
with the clients, Andrew roughly sketched the concept of the two pavilions floating above 
the hillside in the crucifix arrangement and is essentially the form that we can see today. 
Being a bit of fan of mid-century modern architecture and the Case Study Houses of the 
1950’s and 60’s I was extremely grateful to get to develop such a unique concept through 
the design process. The clients fell in love with the design early on and even surprised us at 
the opening with a copy of the initial sketch framed on the wall in their new front entry.

The design and documentation process was also quite interesting as the clients lived up in 
Townsville right up until after the tendering. There were definitely a lot of emails and long 
distance telephone calls between the occasional face to face meeting when George and 
Susan were down in Adelaide. ‘SketchUp’ was also an extremely useful tool for visualising 
how the building sits on the site and communicating the 3D form to the clients over the 
long distance.

The house itself incorporates a number of energy efficient features such as passive solar 
orientation, double glazing, cross ventilation and rainwater collection all of which formed 
an integral part of the design early on in the design process. For example the overflow from 
the rainwater tanks flows into a dry creek bed swale that meanders under the upper level 
forming a focal point for the landscape.

One of my favourite things during the construction process has been going up to site on the 
weekend when nothing is happening to photograph the building and just watch the way the 
light and shade falls across different elements of the building. The rammed earth always 
looks amazing and the metallic Colorbond cladding actually changes colour throughout the 
day.

Thanks to both Thorne Constructions and CPR Engineers for their efforts throughout the 
project and last but not least the clients for their continual enthusiasm for the project over 
the past four years and putting their trust in our design.

George & Susan
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It’s March already and time to fill you in 
on all things SPA!
See our feature on the University of 
South Australia’s newest addition at 
Mawson Lakes and a sneak peek of the 
Australian Red Cross Blood Services 
New Donor Centre in the CBD! Enjoy!S
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Designed as a new ‘iconic’ building to house two associated teaching and research 
organisations, the m2 and the Plasso development at the University of South 
Australia’s Mawson Lakes Campus was always going to be a challenging project.

A restrictive project timeframe, coupled with an ambitious brief that focussed on 
the integration of laboratories with teaching and learning spaces ensured that the 
consultant team, the managing contractor and the client group worked in a tightly 
collaborative manner for the duration of the project.

The vast majority of the project team identified this as the most challenging 
project they had worked on (and without doubt one of the most exciting).

Apart from laboratories, teaching spaces and extensive office zones, a ‘state-of-the-
art’ Theatre is located on the ground floor. Doubling as both a university lecture space 
and a place where researchers are able to easily communicate to their peers worldwide, 
the Theatre is unique in South Australia as a highly technical space and can offer an 
‘immersive’ viewing experience, broadcasting from within the buildingor beyond.

Located adjacent the building, the sunken ‘Plasso’ is a striking contribution to the 
urban design of the campus, a distinctive place that draws deliberately from the 
concrete forms of the building and connects in clear and articulated ways to various 
pedestrian paths through the campus, acting as an effective ‘node’ point. A new Cafe 
space opens out to the Plasso, reinforcing an active sense of place and identity.

Swanbury Penglase worked closely in association with 
John Wardle Architects in Melbourne for the duration 
of the project and the outcomes of an excellent 
working relationship are obvious in the end built 
result.

The development is currently in the running for the 
2012 AIA State Awards for Public Architecture and 
has been shortlisted for the 2012 World Architecture 
News Awards. 

The shape of things - m2 & the Plasso
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Winter has showed up early and left 

us all a little chilly but don’t worry 

Sitenotes has plenty of interesting 

stories to keep you company in front of 

the heater... A new junior school for CBC, 

some puppy playtime fun and of course 

the office news. Read on...S
ite
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In October last year, Christian Brothers College opened 

the doors to its new junior campus, replacing a dilapidated 

and sunken 1960’s building overlooking Adelaide’s eastern 

park lands. The flexible, dynamic structure of the new 

building allows for the possible expansion to adjacent 

sites and internal rearrangement for future proofing. 

The campus can also function as a venue for Adelaide 

Fringe performances, Clipsal 500 events and community 

functions. 

Designed over three levels and based around two wings, 

the new building provides flexible, engaging learning 

spaces where the interplay of shape, colour and texture 

and light are a constant theme throughout. Collaborative 

learning is supported by interconnecting teaching spaces 

whilst views to the surrounding landscape and the 

campus’ new veggie patch provide a refreshing visual 

connection to nature, unusual for typical city school 

grounds. A double height resource centre at the eastern 

end of the site provides a multi-functional, flexible area 

for learning and a casual, fun space for visitors, staff 

and students to interact and doubles as an after school 

care facility. The campus also houses a multi-functional 

performance space, large art/science space and kitchen 

studio, a prayer chapel and external hard and soft play 

areas including an innovative roof play area.

Information and communications technology is 

interwoven throughout the entire campus to allow 

mobile use of laptops & portable devices, a video 

conferencing room for linking students globally and large 

touch screens to all learning spaces and the resource 

centre for maximum interaction in the learning process.

The project was not without its challenges, with a 

tight time frame due the Government’s Federal BER 

funding, and a limited 1,800m2 site. Building upwards 

to accommodate nearly four hundred students has 

resulted in wonderful views of the adjacent park lands 

and Adelaide Hills, an unusual delight for an inner city 

teaching facility.

CBC’s Junior Campus has been awarded a national 

commendation in 2012 CEFPI Australasia Region 

Educational Facilities Awards and has been entered in 

three categories in the South Australian Architecture 

Awards to be held in July.

CBC is also one of three Swanbury Penglase projects up 

for consideration in the Adelaide Review People’s Choice 

Awards, go to www.adelaidereview.com.au to vote!

Learning in Colour
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The long cold winter has thawed at 
last and what better way to celebrate 
spring than with a copy of the latest 
sitenotes? This issue brings with it 
awards success, travel stories and the 
usual bits and bobs, enjoy!S
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Midyear is awards season and 2012 saw entries in seven 

categories at the Australian Institute of Architects 

State Awards. The awards night was held on Saturday 

July 7th in Adelaide University’s Bonython and Elder 

Halls with staff involved in the entered projects donning 

suits and frocks for the black tie event.  

Swanbury Penglase were fortunate to receive three 

awards on the night; the Jack McConnell Award for 

Public Architecture for University of South Australia’s 

M2 Building (in association with John Wardle Architects), 

a Commendation for the Trengove Residence in the 

Archicentre Renovations category and the Adelaide 

Review’s People’s Choice Award for Interior Architecture 

for Christian Brothers College Junior Campus.  

A number of SPA projects also fared well at the Master 

Builders State Building Excellence Awards held on the 

17th of August. 

Mossop Construction and Interiors won the Award of 

Excellence in a Commercial / Industrial Building $10m - 

$20m for the Christian Brothers College Junior Campus. 

Hansen Yuncken won the Award of Excellence in a 

Commercial / Industrial Building $20M to $50M for 

University of South Australia’s M2 Building with Bianco 

Precast also taking out the Award of Excellence in 

Structural Work for this project. 

Axis Building Group won the Award of Excellence in a 

Commercial Refurbishment / Redevelopment up to 

$5M for the St George Greek Orthodox Church. 

Thorne Constructions won the Award of Excellence 

in a Contract Home $700K to $1m for the Tree 

Pavilions with Klek Roofing and Cladding winning a 

Commendation for Excellence in Finishes for this project 

as well. 

Swanbury Penglase and Sitenotes extend their 

congratulations to our clients, SPA staff and builders 

involved in the conception and delivery of these 

projects. 

Winning Big

Materials & Minerals Building, Uni

Christian Brothers College, Junior Campus

Trengrove Residen

Tree Pavillions Reside
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Summer is finally here and brings 
with it a festive season & hopefully a 
relaxing break for all. Sitenotes brings 
the year to a close with some teasers 
of a few major project as well as some 
interesting office news. 
Seasons Greetings & Happy New Year!S
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For nearly four years, the team at SPA and Medical 
Architecture have been very busy working on designing and 
delivering the New Glenside Health Facilities. Now after a 
lot of hard work by the whole project team we have handed 
over the first three inpatient buildings in Stage 1 of the 
project. 

The Specialist Rehabilitation Inpatient Unit and the 
adjoining Helen Mayo House (a facility for mothers and 
babies) and the Shared Activities Centre which includes 
art and music therapies and a gym, are now home to 
consumers and staff. These three buildings are arranged 
around a central garden that is to be shared by staff, 
consumers and the general public.

Typical units within these buildings comprise of ‘pods’ of bedrooms, each 
with ensuite, organised around shared, secure courtyards, with a ‘mall’ 
connecting the pods and providing access to the shared spaces, such as 
client laundries, dining rooms, lounge rooms and kitchens to encourage 
consumers to develop life skills. Natural light, an abundance of external 
views and access to landscaped courtyards creates a relaxed, peaceful and 
safe environment to encourage wellness and healing. Materials, colours and 
furniture have been carefully selected to create a home like environment.

These new buildings form part of a larger master plan for Glenside Campus, 
integrating the new health facilities with public spaces, a future retail and 
commercial hub and other facilities such as the new SA Film Corporation 
in an effort to demystify the site and remove the stigma often associated 
with mental health. The remaining three buildings are due for completion 
mid next year.

More to come in 2013...

Glenside New Health Facilities

Helen Mayo courtyard

Rehab Shared Garden

Shared Activities Music Room

Rehab Lounge Room
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First issue back and it’s a late hello to 
2013. This issue contains an insight into 
the new Australia Post accommodation 
(its first move in 150 years) and also 
some interesting travel tidbits and of 
course the usual fun filled office news, 
read on...S
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For over 150 years the management of 
postal services in South Australia has been 
centred around the General Post Office 
(GPO). How times have changed, and 
Adelaide’s GPO, in common with most of 
the GPO’s around Australia, now serves 
another purpose.

Australia Post (Post) recently relocated 
to a purpose built fitout on Level 2 & 3 of 
Tower 8 on Franklin Street (bike parks, 
car parks and change facilities are located 
on Level 1). Tower 8 is aiming for a 5 star 
Greenstar rating, consistent with the 
building standards Post developed for their 
headquarters in Melbourne. The fitout is 
also aiming to achieve a 5 star Greenstar 
rating and 4.5 NABERS rating.

The fitout maintains a nationwide 
commitment to open plan with minimal 
offices. Workstations are pushed to the 
north and south facades, locating staff 
adjacent light and views and allowing 
maximum penetration of natural light.  
Meeting spaces, quiet rooms and utility 
areas are located centrally, divided in three 
sections to service each side of the floor, 
the central core housing a training facility 
and large singular break area. Themes for 
breakout spaces related to South Australia 
were developed; ‘Coastal’ on level 3 and 
‘Hills’ on Level 2. 

Acoustically, the number of meeting 
rooms was challenging due the base 
building chilled beam mechanical system 
that produces lower levels of background 
noise and limits planning flexibility. The 
result is an increase in the level of acoustic 
separation required between spaces to 
make them private, the partition detailing 
being one of the most complex aspects of 
the fitout.

Front of house has two high level 
conference rooms meaning that the 
Post executives can meet anywhere 
around the country in a similar level 
of accommodation. AV is integrated 
throughout the facility to provide network 
connectivity appropriate for a national 
corporation.

The overall feel is warm, open, flexible 
and efficient, contemporary without 
being trendy. The use of natural timbers, 
Spotted Gum, Ironbark and Jarrah imbues a 
timeless character as well as being robust. 
The reception counters mimic the folds 
of an envelope, a nod to the history of 
Post in modern, crisp materials. The 120° 
workstations also assisted in the planning 
by creating efficiency around the columns 
and in meeting new standards for access 
in Class 5 construction. We can’t say if 
Australia Post will be in this location for the 
next 150 years, but hope this fitout sees 
them well prepared for the future.

Pushing the envelope...
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Yep it’s hard work! 

rebirth

Sitting on the edge of 2006 things are 
different at Swanbury Penglase.  
With the rush of a busy and eventful 2005 
behind us it’s time to pause for a moment 
as we introduce last year’s labour into the world.  
Sitenotes is proud to present our new 
home and we look forward to showing you the 
around next time you visit us. 
We have new staff to introduce, projects to 
review, travel, office news and events… all in 
all, 2006 is shaping up to be another big and 
exciting year and sitenotes wants to 
take you along for the ride! 

Documentation is nearly complete on the 
streetscape and entry works for the new 
Techport Australia precinct at Osborne for 
Defence SA. The industrial nature of the 

Techport Australia
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a nice drop!
“Pitcairn” was built in 1911 for a Scottish immigrant w
home after his property in Scotland. The house is ’arts

style and was designed and constructed by a builder, 

Torode had an influence on Adelaide’s architecture an

for some of our most prominent buildings including the

ter’s Cathedral, the Elder Conservatorium and the 

“Pitcairn” consists of a reinforced concrete construc
Torode learnt in Chicago where he assisted in the buil
skyscrapers. He was fascinated with new technology a

built one of the first indoor bathrooms in the area.

The current owners have a large family and despera

usable living and entertaining space. However, wh

simple living/dining and kitchen extension has bec

dition including pool, spa, sauna, pool house and

gym, four car carport and store plus the originally br

living and entertaining space. However, what starte
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aged care, houses

and skateparks!

feb / mar / apr

warehouse wonder 
 

After the success of the recently completed Muralo Warehouse Apartment 
Development in Lipson Street, Port Adelaide, Stages 2 and 3 are now under 
construction.  
 

Stage 2 involves the conversion of the former Dulux Paint Factory offices 
(Muralo Warehouse) into 5 unique warehouse apartments. The interior fitouts 
have been carefully considered to emphasize the individual character of each 
apartment. 
 

Stage 3 involves the conversion of a 1940’s warehouse into eight apartments, 
each overlooking a central courtyard. The contemporary interiors are reflected 
externally with a modern articulation of building elements and materials. 
 

The development requires continual strategies and solutions that enhance 
the unique nature of the buildings. Some of the more interesting solutions have 
evolved incidentally and often the tension created between the existing pa-
rameters and specific design requirements and forms have been inspiration 
for a design outcome. 
 

Other key features include the preservation of the existing substantial 
timber beams, trusses and the cast iron columns that are indicative of 
early industrial construction techniques common in the Port.  
 

Stage 2 is due for completion in mid October and Stage 3 will be complete in 
February 2003. 
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a nice drop! 
 

This little building is about metamorphosis, as metaphor for the transfor-
mation of grapes into wine. 
 

The starting point is a simple wall segment, two edges rotated from the or-
thogonal, rendered in a colour evocative of grape juice.  
 

Replicated, made translucent and rotated, it becomes a roof plane. 
 

It is translated again into a curved screen of timber slats, which wraps around 
the entry, suggesting a basket press, or a barrel. 
 

The floor surface behind the screen is a circle of exposed aggregate, recalling 
the texture of crushed grapes floating on their juice. 
 

The ultimate evolution of the original form is found in the tower at the front. Its 
dense, highly worked surface, curved profile and elongated proportions are at 
the furthest remove from the original form, just as the mature wine, having 

been intensively worked by the winemaker, is a world away from the juice 
which was its beginning. 
 

The form of the tower is an abstraction of a wine bottle, or a steel vat, with 
the consumption of their liquid contents implied by a series of horizontal 
grooves.  
 

Finally, inside, we find the receptacle for the grapes’ ultimate transforma-
tion, labour and time. 
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view from the top
 

Thousands of eyes follow the horses as t
more closely than the eyes of the race stewards, and their companions the 
vision cameras. 
 

While many punters follow the races from elegant grandsta
and camera operators work from towers that are monu
matism. 
 

'This just isn’t good enough' decided one of 
and so one of our more interesting and unusual commissio
servation tower that met all the technica
the eye. We jumped at the chance and did some quick sketches.  
 

It quickly became evident that the trickies
integrating the steps and the tower. By inclining the main support elements to 
70 °, we were not only able to marry the two el
with intrinsic energy and excitement, to suit its 
 

Our client was happy, and we turned into
with our structural engineer, David Combe and Associates and our client to 
achieve other key requirements such as
ity. 

 

 

transformed transport
 

The Fleet SA Office at Netley Comme
function of motor vehicle fleet management to nu
departments and is the customer pick-u
 

The new office is nestled between two la
of the building reflects the materials of the existing build
and sophisticated manner, with skillion roof and galvani
cladding, providing a synergy with the industrial surrounds. 
 

The facade consists of composite sheet metal and fibre cement sheet 
cladding, curved and punctuated with an ordered w
angular freestanding canopy identifies the entrance to the 



Swanbury Penglase has recently been involved in two projects at the Univer

South Australia’s City West Campus; the Law Courtyard and M

establishment of the School of Law in 2008, Swanbury Penglase w

provide a new courtyard and undertake some internal refurbishments t

moot court, student reception and tutorial spaces.

As both had only recently been completed, the Sitenotes team t

to grab some lunch, head over and check it out first hand.

The redevelopment at this campus over recent years has seen it de

presence along both Hindley Street and North Terrace.  Most notic

award winning buildings, the Kaurna Building on Hindley Street and the Ha

Building on North Terrace.

The visit takes the team a little further west to the corner of Hindle

Street, to a modest red brick building and the new home of the Univer

Australia’s School of Law. Completed in 1941, this heritage list

originally the headquarters for the South Australian Brewing C

Tucked around the back of this building is our destination– the new L

and the student entrance for the school. From George Street ther

any changes have occurred since 1941, however it soon becomes appar

is revealed by the new ‘punched’ wall openings that something a little di�

within.

Previously a storage shed and carpark, the brief for this spac

outdoor area for students to relax or study in whilst also creating a new entr

statement to the School of Law.  In contrast to the heritage f

o�-form concrete ties in with the forms of the newer surrounding buildings and 

elements such as the cast iron screens to the courtyard windows and g

details on the Law School building itself.

Contemporary design elements such as the seating areas and 

amenity to the space. The landscape planting insertion into what is a pr

‘hard-scaped’ area softens the overall scheme and brings life t

Along with the courtyard, internal refurbishments facilitate the running of the school’

teaching program. This includes the creation of the Moot Cour

students can develop their skills. It is great to see that equal att

given to the external spaces to complement and enhance the student e

provide a break from the surrounding inner city environment

This just in...AIA Awards 2009!

An afternoon brush with the
rance

elter

 on George St

Architecture’s ‘night of nights’ was held at the Wine Centre on June 12

Penglase fielded a number of entries this year across a variet

success going to the Linden Park Primary Schools project that 

in the Public Buildings category. Congratulations to the team fr

Park and SPA and the wider consultant and building group for r

successful project outcome.  Thanks also to school Principal R

Marion for joining us on the evening, a good night was had by all. 

Moot Court

ark 

4
 is pleased to announce that 

y Penglase in association with 

dle Architects is working with 

rsity of South Australia to 

new building at the Mawson 

mpus.  Watch this space for 

ails.
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Yep it’s hard work! 

As part of the rebuilding at Wallaroo 

students were given the opportunity to 

design the garden alongside the 

refurbished Resource Centre. 

Senior Landscape Architect, Tim 

Conybeare, was assigned the task of 

guiding these budding designers through 

an all day design workshop which began 

with teaching them about aspects of 

Landscape Architecture and plants before 

turning their imaginations loose on the 

assigned space. 

The resulting garden will be a mixture of 

productive and decorative plants, all 

selected for their low water usage. 

From what sitenotes has heard of the day, 

it was an educational experience for all 

and the students are excited to see their 

ideas come to life in the next few months. 

Special thanks to Jarrad, Wilson, Ella, 

Samantha, Tyler, Adam, Jay and Robyn 

for helping to coordinate the day. 

FUEL FOR THE  FIRE 
REBUILDING WALLA-
ROO PRIMARY 

cultivating a green thumb 

As architects and designers, education projects a

amongst the most satisfying as we help to enable 

stimulating and functional environments for learning.  

Perhaps it’s because it’s an opportunity to put 

something back into a system that we all wer

part of at some stage of our lives. 

Over the past year Swanbury Penglase had the

opportunity to work on a unique project.  Rebuilding a 

school devastated by a deliberately lit fire.  This 

a chance to not only enhance and re-mould the

facilities, but to be a part of rebuilding the school

community after a very traumatic event. 

Wallaroo Primary School’s Resource Centre and 

Education Building was destroyed by fire in early 

just before the start of school year. These facilitie

housed in the original Wallaroo school build

1877 as part of a plan by the then Council of Edu

new legislation for education in expanding rural and mine 

areas of South Australia. 

The fire completely destroyed the largely timber roof 

leaving only stone walls and some of the floors int

The project became partly restoration involving a

comprehensive heritage assessment to ensure what was 

rebuilt was strictly in accordance with the original 

practices along with a refurbishment of the interior.  

External covered areas have been added along with an 

assembly area to the front of the building, maximising 

every space available, internally and externally.

The start of second term saw the repopulation of the 

building after many, many months watching the site come 

together.  Thanks to everyone at Wallaroo Primary for 

their patience and assistance for the duration of the 

project.  Thanks also, to the project team includ

from DECS and DTEI, consultants Gascoigne an

construction manager Mossop Group, who have worked 

together to ensure a positive outcome in both a p

and financial sense.   We wish the school comm

the best as they look forward to many more years of 

learning in this historic and now future ready facility. 
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dy and time to fill you in 
A!

e on the University of 
a’s newest addition at 

s and a sneak peek of the 
d Cross Blood Services 

tre in the CBD! Enjoy!

ew ‘iconic’ building to house two associated teaching and research 
he m2 and the Plasso development at the University of South 
son Lakes Campus was always going to be a challenging project.

ject timeframe, coupled with an ambitious brief that focussed on 
n of laboratories with teaching and learning spaces ensured that the 

, the managing contractor and the client group worked in a tightly 
nner for the duration of the project.

ty of the project team identified this as the most challenging 
d worked on (and without doubt one of the most exciting).

ratories, teaching spaces and extensive office zones, a ‘state-of-the-
cated on the ground floor. Doubling as both a university lecture space 
re researchers are able to easily communicate to their peers worldwide, 
nique in South Australia as a highly technical space and can offer an 
ing experience, broadcasting from within the buildingor beyond.

t the building, the sunken ‘Plasso’ is a striking contribution to the 
f the campus, a distinctive place that draws deliberately from the 
s of the building and connects in clear and articulated ways to various 

Swanbury Penglase worked closely in association with 
John Wardle Architects in Melbourne for the duration 
of the project and the outcomes of an excellent 
working relationship are obvious in the end built 
result.

The development is currently in the running for the 
2012 AIA State Awards for Public Architecture and 

hape of things - m2 & the Plasso
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Guest of honour, the Member for Adelaide and Minister for 
Education, Tourism and the City of Adelaide, Jane Lomax Smith 
opened the building after introductions by David Bagshaw and 
Stephen Penglase.  Judith Brine assisted David with the door 
prize of some fabulous Geoff Weaver wines and, once the 
formalities were over, the party continued well into the evening. 

s p e c i a l | l a u n c h | i s s u e

1
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3 4 5

6

Thursday 30th March was the big night when 
clients and friends of Swanbury Penglase 
were officially invited to celebrate 
and launch SPA into a new phase. 
Polished, and with all the finishing touches 
added, our new home at 244 Gilbert was a 
party beacon!  Wine flowed, food was shared 
and guests mingled to the crisp tunes 
of a jazz ensemble. 
Thanks to all those able to attend our big 
night, we hope you enjoyed yourself… 
and to our wider community thank you for 
your continued patronage and support, 
here’s a taste of the evening. 

unmask

Food by the Relish Sisters, wines by Geoff Weaver, music by Hugh, Derek & 
John (staff & students from the Adelaide Conservatory of Music), entertainment 
by Slack Taxi and photography by Roll On In. 
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Care needed to
were taken into
metres and eac
requirements. 
the differing be

Working with C
site has followe
approximately 
working on bot
work at Evanst
identified at Ev
Seaford – altho
sometimes eas

Both projects c

dining spaces w
design team is
innovative yet 
the ‘mainstream

Construction o

[before] 

Elderca
a fresh appro

2005, work commenced on 
of three new aged care 
 Eldercare Incorporated; 

Park and Seaford with a 
redevelopment of their 

117 bed facilities and 
Glengowrie. 

Glengowrie timeline took 
and more circuitous route, 

Evanston Park and Seaford 
slipped into overdrive and, 
year, the first sod had been 

d (lots of) concrete 

makes these projects quite 
their similarity. The 

Park and Seaford sites 
alike in proportion and 
 decision was made by 

to replicate the design of 
facility where possible. 
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# 37
2010 brings with it Swanbury Penglase’s 

coming of age - yep we’re turning 21! 

We’re celebrating this milestone by 

delving into the minds of our directors 

over the next four issues as well as 

discussing some exciting projects 

currently in development. Stay tuned!!

As most South Australians would agree, 

you would have been hard pressed to have 

not heard anything about the Glenside 

Hospital Redevelopment during the lead 

up to the state elections.

The project is not only a hot political 

talking point but has the opportunity to 

greatly improve the lives of many people 

that rely on South Australia’s health 

system.

With such responsibility it is a great 

privilege to be working on the new mental 

health and substance abuse facilities at 

Glenside. 

We are fortunate to have a great team 

assembled for the project, including 

specialist UK firm MAAP, who have 

particular expertise in the area of mental 

health.

The driving impulse behind the facilities 

is the demystification of mental health 

& substance abuse care with a focus on 

recovery and integration of the recovery 

process into a community context. 

It is this impulse that has led to the 

introduction of catalysts that promote 

community activity on the campus such as 

retail and residential precincts, community 

gardens, recreational spaces, wetlands 

and walking trails as well as the film and 

screen centre.

This emphasis on effective high quality 

outdoor space also extends within the 

facility itself. The in-patient facilities 

will be configured as four separate units 

of varying occupancies, incorporating 

internal gardens set within the buildings 

to provide discreet and protected outdoor 

Healthy Spaces health professionals at all levels of 

operation, as well as consumers of mental 

health and substance abuse services. These 

positive interactions will continue into 

the proceeding stages of the project with 

documentation currently underway and 

construction due to begin in May 2010.

The new facilities will reflect dramatic 

improvements in the model of care and 

it is inspiring to be part of a process that 

has the potential to bring such profound 

improvements to the lives of people who 

are facing up to more than their fair share of 

challenges in life.

The project is currently moving from the 

design phase to documentation and we 

look forward to being able to report on 

construction later in the year.

It started with some empty and awkward patches of space in an otherwise crowded school.  Where woul
shine best?  How would it link to other buildings?  Where could parents drop off their children and pick 
Where would be the best spot for them to go outside and play basketball or just enjoy the sea breeze an
Considering this, we agreed to a site and got to work, the design evolving and transforming through a fas
process, the basic plan finally satisfying all involved. 
Following weeks of design development and documentation and many months of fruitful collaboration w
and the school, we had arrived at the end product.  Any construction problems were soon resolved over s
phone calls and the budget was tightly controlled throughout.  Everything just happened the way it’s supp
The natural light throughout was as we hoped, glowing off the high level ceiling and the colours both ins
successfully identifying a new and energetic place with just the right amount of context within the existing s
Walking through and around the new building, it was pleasing to think that the standard of accommoda
important teaching programme had been improved to such a degree.  We had incorporated some very s
requirements for the students, all of whom have varying forms of learning difficulties.  Balancing this with 
create a series of unique and interesting spaces was a challenge, but a rewarding one.  With any hope
the spaces, both inside and out will help to make both teaching and learning just that bit easier. 
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back to school special 

While the school year for 2005 may only just be underway many of our 
clients have been busy with projects well before the start of classes. In this 
issue we will reveal the newly completed Special Education Building at 
Victor Harbor High School, take a look at what is happening at St Andrews 
and the new ELC, review other Swanbury Penglase projects on all around 
Adelaide and update you on the office news and events from 2004. 

WATCH THIS 

S P A C E ! !
A new fr
sitenotes this year and 
whilst the new offic
s o m e  m o
Swanbury Pen
starting 2005 revitalise
and ready to go
out for our new web site 
the coming months.   

early days at ELC 
St Andrews Early Learning Centre 

Victor Harbor 
       High School 

[live & learn] Special Education Building

Is it a leaf, or is it a fish? The segmented main ceiling in th
Early Learning Centre at St Andrews School is stimulating d
amongst the construction team.  
Construction of the new centre is now well advanced with t
envelope rapidly approaching completion.  With the erec
skeleton, forms long held in the mind of the project team
being as 2004 drew to a close.  Now, as the skin goes on, t
light and shade come into play. 
After much furrowing of brows, squinting and stepping bac
view, decisions on external colours have been finally loc
the relief of the plastering contractor. 
The building has been specifically designed to embody the
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# 39
We’ve hit the half-way mark of the year 

and that can only mean one thing... 

Award Season!  Sitenotes brings you all 

the winners and grinners as well as an 

insight into the Saturday Indesign event. 

And last but not least, some trusty o�ce 

news. Read on...

Tell him he’s dreamin’...
This year’s AIA awards were held on July 2nd with the John S Chappel Award, 

the highest award for residential architecture in South Australia, being 

awarded to the Glen Osmond Residence by Swanbury Penglase. What 

some may not know is that this residence is the new home for director Eric 

Swanbury and his wife Kaye.

Flinders University has recently opened 
its doors inside the former Reserve Bank 
Building, 182 Victoria Square. Occupying 
half of the ground floor and all of level 
one, facilities include a shop front for all 
University services, post graduate teaching 
facilities, staff work areas, executive 
office accommodation and an executive 
boardroom with video conference capability.

Working with a contemporary heritage 
listed building has been an interesting and 
at times demanding challenge, but it is 
important these buildings have a working 
life so they can continue to contribute as 
a vital part of our city’s history and the 
current urban fabric.

Completed in 1965, the building was 

heritage listed in 1980 and represents a 
significant period in Australian architecture; 
it ‘reflects the confidence and prosperity of 
Post War Australia through its proportions 
and use of high quality Australian materials’ 
(Statement of Significance).

The beautifully proportioned space, 
particularly evident on the ground floor, 
demanded a unique response when 
resolving the design. The constraints of 
being unable to secure or fix into heritage 
elements such as the granite floor or the 
marble clad columns required a creative 
approach to the steel structure to support 
the enclosed spaces.

The palette of finishes has been kept 
deliberately muted in homage to the 

refined materials originally selected and s
evident today. The result is a sophisticat
space that creates a highly finished 
backdrop for the Flinders University brand
and ensures multimedia presentation 
platforms on display, such as the video 
capable LED panels and LCD touch screens
stand out.

The ground floor tenancy was opened on
Thursday November 12 by the Premier
Mike Rann at an event hosted by the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Michael Barber

The construction of the first floor space 
is due for completion in time for the 
commencement of the 2010 academic ye
For more information check out the
youtube links above.

The Barr Smith Library at Adelaide University opened their new lounge to studen
for the fi rst time in March this year. Located to the north of the library’s main en
on level three, the space previously housed the library’s periodical collection alon
with a number of individual quiet study desks around the perimeter.
As a graduate of Adelaide University I had personally used this space many time
throughout my Uni days and can say that even before the recent lounge
refurbishment it was one of the nicest spaces in the library to work due to the 
abundance of natural light from the north facing windows.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KWWES9
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCVuE1c5BiM&feature=rel

Lounge
Learning

The character of reserve
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Phew, the bells are ringing and another 
year draws to a close. The fi nal issue of 
sitenotes for the year brings you details of 
some of our recent University work, a trip 
to the baseball in NYC and even a group 
of running Santas! One can only imagine 
what next year will bring... 
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       light work 

 

This addition to a traditional bungalow, nestled in the street
recently awarded a commendation in the Archicentre categ
Australian Institute of Architecture Awards.  
 

The key briefed criteria for this growing young family was th
outdoor and indoor living spaces while maximising natural l
formation of additional work and sleep areas without impac
rear garden. 
 

The decision to cover the additional space with a sprung cu
based on a simple and economic approach and a consciou

raia award

commenda
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# 50
Wow, issue 50 (well technically 51 because 
we issued a special once) but Sitenotes is 
getting old! Indulge us for a moment with 
a look back with first editor Wayne Grivell, 
then turn over for all the office news, a 
slight variation on staff notes with some 
Q&A with former and current sitenotes 
editors and site notes curio!  
Thanks for reading!S
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It seems like only yesterday. Well actually, 
no, it doesn’t!

It was well over ten years ago when I 
was tasked with putting together the 
inaugural Swanbury Penglase newsletter. 
It had no name apart from ‘Newsletter’ 
and it consisted of a series of project-
based articles cut and pasted with the 
ubiquitous Magic Tape on A4 paper and 
photocopied onto a final run of tastefully 
purple copy paper. The days of literal cut 
and paste.

Despite my best intentions, desktop 
publishing was already a ‘known thing’ 
and so for several issues after that first 
edition, I pulled it all together on Microsoft 
‘Publisher’. Who remembers that? It was 
the best way known to put together 
home-made Christmas cards or party 
invites and it came with a formidable 
library of clip-art. Minus the clip-art, it also 
served me well in getting the Newsletter 
out for a good couple of years. Every 
three months, I would trawl the office 
for project details, latest and greatest 
happenings and anything else in between. 
If all else failed, I wrote it myself.

Finally I let go of my creation and handed 
it on to a new editor but not before I 
gave it its new and still current name: 
“Sitenotes”. 

Now it’s put together in a more 
sophisticated manner on a better 
computer with better images and printed 
in-house on a better printer in full colour. 
But despite all this, the essence of 
Sitenotes remains the same: it’s a short 
and mostly candid snapshot of what’s 
current at Swanbury Penglase. A lot of 
change has taken place over the last ten 
years but Sitenotes has remained the 
constant in all of that. It’s fascinating 
browsing back over the archived issues 
(alas, the purple first issue is lost forever). 
They track the greater part of the 
Swanbury Penglase story from both a 
professional and social viewpoint, all in 
simple double page, regular intervals.

I enjoyed editing it back then and I still 
enjoy reading it when it’s released. I hope 
you feel the same.

Wayne Grivell

milestones & memories...

50 is
s
u

e
s

q
u

a
rte

r 3
, 2

0
13

sw
a

n
b

u
ry

p
e

n
g

la
se

.co
m

# 51
Spring is springing and with it brings 
another sitenotes. This issue wraps up 
the project that has been Glenside with an 
interview with Jason Timberlake. 
That, plus the usual staff notes and office 
news, hopefully makes for an interesting 
read, enjoy!S
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The Glenside New Health Facility project has been a part of the Swanbury Penglase office since 
2008. Any way you look at it, that’s a significant amount of time. Sitenotes has brought its 
readers updates and features on the project but now that this journey is almost at an end (the 
final buildings have now been handed over) we wanted to provide a brief personal insight into 
this significant work, finding out how things went and what we learned. 
Thanks to Associate Architect, Jason Timberlake, for taking time to answer a few questions.

Briefly explain your role on the Glenside New Health Facility project team

Project architect from briefing/design through to completion for the Enablement Works 
and from Design Development to completion of the New Health Facility.

At the beginning, what was your understanding of mental health and the issues 

consumers’ manage, specifically those faced with spending time in a facility?

At the start of the project I had no exposure to mental health. The Enablement project was 
an excellent opportunity to understand the design and operational issues.
Walking into the facilities previously occupied was a depressing experience and 
disappointing in that the consumers were being housed in very cold, old, institutional 
accommodation that was far from an environment that encouraged recovery or respect.

And now?

My understanding of mental health issues has increased considerably, mostly from a 
design perspective but including an increasing understanding and appreciation of the issues 
consumers deal with. I feel honoured to have been given an opportunity to understand 
how mental health issues impact people and our society as a whole. This is a condition 
that affects all areas of society and we are all susceptible to it in one form or another. It is 
traumatic for the public to be confronted by some of these consumers and their behaviours. 
The experience is the same for the consumers who are not able to function to their full 
capacity in a normal environment with the stigma of mental illness. To have people who 
treat them with dignity and respect; within a built environment that supports independence 
and dignity will only improve their healing experience.

What did this mean for the architecture and interiors from a design perspective?

It was important to create an environment that was not institutional in appearance or 
feel while at the same time being safe for staff and consumers that may wish to hurt 
themselves and others. 
It was also important to have levels of privacy and opportunities for differing levels of 
interaction with others.
The outdoor environment has been shown to have a positive healing affect for people so 
a connection to the outside world was of high priority.

The project has been receiving good feedback, both from the users and within the wider 

health community,  and we understand this model had been adopted for a new facility in 

Northern Ireland by  Architects in Association for Glenside, Medical Architecture, what 

do you think are the points of differences and successes of this facility?

I believe the design model, based on international benchmarking by our design partner 
Medical Architecture, is sound. Like all new design models responding to a new model of 
care, the transition for the end users requires careful change management. This feedback 
from a post occupancy evaluation will inform refinement of the design and operational 
models for future projects. Educated design decisions for new or adaptive re-use projects 
can only be made based on a sound understanding of the design basis and operational 
imperatives. 
This is very much a shared journey for designers and operational leads in health projects.

What are some of the lessons learned, either personally or in a project sense?

 � Respect the experience and skills of others

 � Rely on your team and know when to let go

 � A ‘best for project’ attitude gets things done

 � Scheduling of tasks is actually a good thing and time spent doing so saves time long term

 � Choose your battles

Is there a favourite element or aspect?

From a design aspect I love walking into light filled spaces that have a transparent quality 
that connects with the outside.

What will you take with you from this experience?

We have gone through some tough times and good times as a project team, with many 
frank and robust discussions; however, I’d like to say we’ve come away from the project with 
relationships intact and people that I still enjoy spending time with and that I respect.
This was a challenging project on all levels; long hours, time and cost pressures, site issues, 
some challenging personalities and unrelenting pressures for five years.
Overall the experience was experientially profitable. Did I enjoy it …? 
Would I do it again …. probably.

The Project Journey

Jason Timberlake
(still smiling)
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# 52
The silly season has snuck up and surprised 

us all but we have just enough time for one 

last sitenotes for the year. Some holiday 

reading for you that includes progress 

at Immanuel College, various landscape 

projects and the usual office news and 

staff notes. Seasons Greetings everyone, 

see you next year!S
ite
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A whole new weld
Immanuel College is taking shape, the 

dynamic steel structure revealing the 

bones of the design for the new Senior 

School Building. Close collaboration 

between SPA, CPR Engineers and Sarah 

Constructions, along with extensive 3D 

modelling of the entire structure has 

enabled accurate and rapid site erection, 

ensuring thorough coordination with other 

trades.

Due for completion late next year, the 

building’s bold exterior form encapsulates 

both formal and informal learning spaces 

that promote creativity and flexibility, 

for research driven, active and student 

focused teaching. We look forward to 

bringing you more on this exciting project, 

watch this space! 

Perspective of the proposed Margaret Ames Centre
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# 53
A brand new year with all new tales to tell... 
As the summer fades away, come with us 
as we journey through SPA’s various forays 
into educational architecture. Also read on 
to discover the office news and find out all 
about Emma in our staff profile. Enjoy!!S
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It’s a learning process
In the last twelve months our Education portfolio has expanded, with the completion of a 
number of projects for Flinders University at their Sturt Campus, including the Schools of 
Nursing and Midwifery, Optometry and Vision Science, Media Studies as well as a fitout for 
new schools for English language (Pathways and IELI). 

To round this all out, we’ve also put the finishing touches to a new learning hub for 
Thebarton Senior College. Completed just in time for the beginning of the school year, the 
existing resource centre has been linked and expanded to an adjacent building to create 
multiple, flexible learning spaces. The design made use of an existing undercroft in order to 
provide space for maximum flexibility, linking previously isolated and under-utilised areas 
of the college. Operable walls and flexible, modular furniture allow staff and students to 
modify their environment and adapt spaces to suit a range of activities and progressive 
teaching methods.  AV/IT connectivity is well supported throughout, with a move to all 
mobile devices for students. 

The Flinders University School of Optometry was in need of a multi-function space to 
accommodate post-graduate students for onsite training, with a requirement for wet lab 
space, patient consulting rooms, dark rooms, debrief, a contact lens production lab and 
research rooms. The inclusion of a retail space for ‘Flinders Vision’ was particularly exciting 
for the design team, who collaborated with Martins Integrated to develop branding and 
graphics complementary to the interior colour scheme.  Like Thebarton, the site began life 
as an undercroft space, with some initial civil and services challenges for the team. The end 
result is unrecognisable; the new facility has an amazing outlook across the gardens and 
oval.

The School of Midwifery and Nursing’s new fitout was, until recently, an existing area of 
under-used, dark spaces. We’ve recently been involved in a project to convert it into an 
open plan office space, including a reception area and meeting rooms for staff and student 
communication as well as utility areas, meeting spaces and quiet rooms. A bright colour 
scheme and light finishes were selected to enhance the limited natural light provided 
by glazing to only one side of the site. The result is a refreshing spacious and functional 
workplace for staff and a welcoming school office for students.

SPA has also recently delivered two more floors for Flinders University at 182 Victoria Square 
in addition to some laboratory, studio and post-graduate accommodation for the School of 
Psychology, Social Work and Social Policy at UniSA. We are also currently working on several 
other projects for Adelaide University and UniSA and other private and public educational 
facilities which we look forward to sharing with you in issues to come!

for 25 years

Thebarton Senior College, Resource Centre

Flinders Vision, School of Optometry Flinders Vision, School of OptometryFlinders, School of Midwifery team onsite

Flinders, School of Midwifery waiting area

Thebarton Senior College, new link 
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# 54
The second issue of the year sees the 

reveal of a project we’ve been working on 

for some time; a look back at a significant 

project from the last 25 years; plus 

Staff Notes and Office News. So find 

somewhere warm and catch up with us!S
ite
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As the only building in the state on the National Heritage 

Register Old Parliament House is one of South Australia’s 

most significant heritage buildings. 

The first structure completed in 1843 provided a meeting 

place for the Governor’s Legislative Council and was steadily 

expanded in a series of additions until the first part of 

Parliament House was opened in 1889. Since then it has had 

a variety of uses including a recruiting office for the RAAF 

during WW2 and a museum. Understanding the historical 

significance of this complex and culturally important building 

was critical in the design response required to deliver an 

appropriate and functional building that would be an 

ongoing asset to South Australia. 

The provision of equitable access to the South Australian 

Parliament complex was the other driver . While previous 

wheelchair access was from the side service entrance or 

underground car park the new development provides direct 

access from North Terrace in the form of a contemporary 

glass link between Parliament House and Old Parliament 

House. 

for 25 years

A new external lift to the rear improves access further, with bridge links 

navigating the half level floor differences between the two buildings. Together 

with new ramping and entry points, fully compliant access to all floor levels of 

both buildings is achieved.

The design philosophy for the project was to create a design language that 

was light and contemporary and contrasted with the existing buildings yet at 

the same time not attempting to compete. Material choices were critical with 

the palette utilising glass, stone, timber and zinc cladding.

Perhaps the most significant part of the building, the central and original 

Legislative Council chamber, located within the modified 1843 former section 

of the building, has been opened up to reveal its original extent and has been 

returned to important legislative use as new meeting spaces for  

Parliamentary Committees.

The final component to the project was the conservation and services upgrade 

of the building. Significant restoration of the external and internal building 

fabric was undertaken along with the opportunity to address the issues 

that were causing deterioration. Internal parliamentary office facilities were 

refurbished along with the upgrade of all the services throughout the building, 

including new displacement air conditioning systems around the historic 

building elements, and electrical and communications infrastructure.

Lift and rear courtyard, with 

the historic 120 year old palm trees

A Significant Space  
Old Parliament House

Void space to original Legislative Council Chamber

New North Terrance Entry
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Spring is in the air and what better way 
to celebrate than having a look at some 
recent landscape projects that have been 
happening around the office. Also a catch 
up on what our staff have been up to in 
office news, enjoy!!

# 55

for 25 years

Late last year our Landscape Architecture 
team were engaged (in association 
with Tonkin Consulting) by the City of 
Campbelltown to produce a master plan 
for the Chain of Trails; walking trails along 
Third, Fourth and Fifth Creek. The brief 
was to establish a master plan of upgrades 
to create an accessible trail experience 
from the hills to the River Torrens Linear 
Park. 
Landscape Architects Cecilia Tang and 
Claire Bottrall had quite the adventure 
walking the 10kms of trails to assess the 
existing conditions. Despite the scorching 
36 degree heat and locking the keys in the 
car, they enjoyed the abundance of wildlife 
on the trails and were thankful that their 
snake bandages were not required! 

While experiencing the trails it was evident that traffic, creek erosion and past planning 
has resulted in safety and accessibility issues. The master plan addresses these issues by 
proposing alternative trail alignments, materials, signage upgrades and additional amenities. 
The master plan was developed in three stages; Opportunities and Constraints Plan, Draft 
Master Plan and Final Master Plan. Both the Council and local community were consulted 
and feedback and endorsement sought following each stage, communicating ideas through 
drawings and photo montages. Overwhelming positive feedback allowed the design team to 
deliver the final stage in September 2014. Key recommendations include:

 � Upgrade signage, including directional, destination, warning and interpretive types. 

 � Conserve and enhance biodiversity value including revegetation and weed management. 

 � Improve connections through improved signage, safer, more accessible pathways, 
formalised road crossings and public amenities at suitable locations. 

 � Mitigate and design for flooding and erosion control considering environmental, social and 
economic sustainability. 

 � Improving road crossings and addressing CPTED  
(Crime Prevention through Environmental Design) issues. 

 � Staged path surface upgrades. 

The SPA management group now consisting of Steve Penglase and 
Andrew Phillips as Directors and Elizabeth & Wayne as Associate 
Directors. This group is supported by a wider management team 
made up of Senior Associate Andrew Klenke and Associates Kon 
Michael, Matthew Raven, Justin Carter and Andrew Steele with 
Witold Generowicz and Felicity Hope continuing also as 
non-management Senior Associates. Felicity and Elizabeth also 
continue to the lead the Interiors team together.

We are excited by these changes and hope they will serve 
Swanbury Penglase and their clients well into the future, ensuring 
the depth and breadth of experience at senior levels and across the 
firm continues to grow.

Transitions
In July this year, Eric Swanbury decided to step down 
from his role within the management group and 
transition into a more architecture focussed role 
as Project Director; partly as a first step toward 
retirement, but more importantly to be able to 
spend more time on projects and with his clients.

This change, along with the departure of David 
Bagshaw last year has seen the opportunity to 
restructure within the management team and 
Sitenotes is pleased to announce the appointment 
of Elizabeth Swanbury and Wayne Grivell as 
Associate Directors. Congratulations!

Hot on the trail...

Artistic Impression
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Wow, another year has just flashed by and 
we find ourselves with the final issue of 
sitenotes for the year. We wrap it all up 
with the unveiling of the restored Elder 
Park Rotunda as well as other happenings 
around the office. Sitenotes wishes 
everyone a safe and happy festive season, 
see you next year!

# 56

for 25 years
You may have noticed recently, or perhaps heard Kochie’s comments on 
Sunrise, that Adelaide’s beloved Elder Park Rotunda has been sheathed in 
scaffold and wondered what was going on.

Last painted in 1986, the surface of the structure was breaking down, 
leading to rusting of the iron that needed to be removed to ensure its 
long term future. Swanbury Penglase heritage architect Andrew Klenke 
and contractors G-Force have been engaged by the Adelaide City Council 
to undertake the restoration of this heritage landmark. The work was 
an opportunity to refresh the previous colour scheme, which was based 
on paint scrapes carried out in 1986, before all of the previous paint was 
removed at the time. 

An icon in South Australia, the rotunda was opened in November 1882. The 
cast iron bandstand was a gift from Sir Thomas Elder to the City of Adelaide 
and made by Walter MacFarlane & Company’s Saracen Foundry of Glasgow, 
at the time probably the world’s leading foundry for architectural cast iron.

Rotunda Gleaming

Acknowledging the cultural and historical significance of the structure, 
great care has been taken with the work. Following thorough documentary 
research and physical investigations, repairs included the replacement of 
broken or missing castings, rectifying leaks from the cast iron gutters and 
the roof pans, the upper portions of which are still the original zinc sheets 
imported with the iron structure. 

In addition to the 1986 paint scrapes, the colour scheme is based on  
historical (albeit black and white) images with the main columns made 
darker to create the appearance of a floating canopy, with minor 
adjustments to the colours brightening the overall appearance. There were 
also constraints around the limited colour selections of the special paint 
system needed to preserve and protect the iron structure.

The installation of new lighting gives the Adelaide City Council the 
opportunity to change the colour to suit various events in the park and in 
keeping with the new foot bridge and the Festival Centre.

While there is still some work to do, we are excited that the main work has 
been completed in time for Christmas and that its back for Adelaide to enjoy!
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As the cooler (and wetter) months descend, 
find somewhere warm to catch up with 
us. We finally reveal our latest project with 
UniSA and fill you in on the recent CEFPI 
conference and awards. All this plus the 
usual Staffnotes and Office News, enjoy!

# 58

Innovating for Health

Working in association with Sydney-based architectural firm BVN, Swanbury Penglase is 
currently hard at work completing detailed design and documentation for the University of 
South Australia’s new 14 storey Health Innovation Building (HIB) on North Terrace.

Located alongside the Morphett Street Bridge and adjacent the New Royal Adelaide 
Hospital, the SAHMRI building and Adelaide University’s (under-construction) Medical 
and Nursing School, HIB is a high-profile landmark and an integral part of the new South 
Australian Health and Biomedical Precinct. Our landscape architecture team is also currently 
working in collaboration with the Adelaide University design team to develop a new 
suspended landscaped ‘urban park’ between the buildings.

The building will be home to the Centre for Cancer Biology (CCB) which will link the UniSA 
community with up to 250 of Australia’s top cancer and health researchers. In addition, 
the building will feature innovative, multidisciplinary research laboratories, practice based 
teaching spaces and clinical spaces designed to educate the next generation of nursing 
and allied health graduates. At the lower levels it will feature Adelaide’s first Science 
Creativity Education Studio (SciCeD) intended to inspire a new generation of science aware 
community.

Site works are scheduled to commence in June 2015, with the project planned to open to the 
public in early 2018. 

For a closer look at this big project click here to check out the HIB flythrough!
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Issue 3 of the year already, where is this year 

going? In this issue we let you know about 

our awards success, as well as discovering 

more about our staff and office in the usual 

features Staff Notes and Office News. 

Bring on Summer!!

# 59

On a dry chilly Friday night in early 

July we suited up and headed to the 

Entertainment Centre to celebrate 

the South Australian Architecture 

Awards. Making our way through 

the evening traffic, we savoured the 

prospect of catching up with old friends, 

maybe making some new ones and 

celebrating another year of creativity 

and achievement by South Australian 

architects.

The evening started in the magnificent 

exhibition space, reviewing the 

nominated work, beer in hand and many 

a wise observation, all accompanied by 

the gypsy folk band wandering the room. 

We then moved into the main theatre 

which had been hung with exhibition 

pieces prepared by architecture students, 

showcasing some emerging talent. Ah, 

those student days!

It was great to see an increased number 

of nominees across the categories 

and even more so to  win no less than 

five awards for three of our projects; 

the Immanuel College Margaret Ames 

Building, Old Parliament House and the 

Glenside Health Facilities. A bumper 

night!

High on winner’s endorphins, we entered 

the contest for  the most coveted prize 

for the night, featuring one of the oldest 

and most well loved forms of pre-fab 

building. With a box of Lego on each 

table we were pitted against our peers 

to create the best design of the evening. 

Unfortunately our mid-century modern 

villa was beaten by a deconstructed 

Bernard Tschumi contraption! Undeterred 

and irrepressible, we celebrated well 

into the night and will come back even 

stronger next year!

AIA Accolades

Award 

Public Buildings  

Award 

Heritage

Award Interiors

Award Education

Commendation 

Interiors 

To finish the year we offer tidings from the 
Adelaide Law School and plenty of snippets 
from the past three months. 
Don’t forget to check out all of our social 
media coverage and website for more 
action! 

# 60

For almost 50 years the Ligertwood building at the 
University of Adelaide has been the home for the 
Adelaide Law School, the second oldest law school 
in Australia. In 2015 we were asked to create a more 
student friendly and ‘progressive’ environment 
(consistent with the new wave of student hubs) whilst 
still maintaining an upmarket and corporate presence. 
How is this done? Felicity Hope, our Senior Associate 
Interior Designer reveals five ‘secret weapons’ used in 
transforming this particular student environment:

1. Atmosphere

Student breakout areas need to be warm, inviting and 
moody, resembling more of a café or nightclub.

2. Furniture

Forget the standard issue moulded plastic steel frame 
chairs! Resting places should look good and feel super 
comfy as if you were in your own home.

3. Lighting

The mood is enhanced with creative use of light, 
integrated into joinery and ceilings in clever ways that 
highlight the space.

4. Finishes

Forget the white walls: it’s all about texture, layers and 
more texture. It helps keep students engaged in the 
space as it’s interesting, warm and inviting.

5. Flexibility

Spaces are nearly always multi-purpose and need to 
adapt to suit the user. Remember that all spaces are 
learning spaces.

The result draws inspiration from the distinctive 
architectural features of the Ligertwood Building: 
its defining angled entrance canopy and recessed 
hexagonal fenestration façade patterning. This is 
reflected throughout the student areas on the ground 
floor in particular, and exemplifies the principles listed 
above.

Feedback has shown that the space is very popular with 
the law students, largely as a result of the informal and 
relaxed atmosphere. Students are tending to blur the 
distinction between home and school in the current age 
which makes this type of space all the more valuable as 
a resource to all. A great result working together with 
Sarah Constructions and Adelaide University.

Adelaide Law School
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We’ve hit the ground running in 2016 with 

news from two recently completed works 

which we think you will find interesting 

and colourful! Our next issue will have a 

residential flavour, stay tuned…

# 61

A sense of vibrancy and energy sets the 
mood on arrival at the Centre for English 
Language (CELUSA) - where green is the 
theme. Concealed lighting theatrically 
illuminates the floor plane and makes 
walk-up kiosks appear to float. The 
indirect lighting scheme adds to the 
ambience of the space. 

As part of a consolidation and 
movement away from City East, 
CELUSA have now inhabited the entire 
third level of the Catherine Helen Spence 
Building. Colour is used as the primary 
organisational cue here with green 
in varying shades and intensity used 
throughout the fitout. Nineteen tutorial 
spaces are linked through verdant 
corridors; moss like carpet tiles link with 
slashes of paint up walls to break up the 
lengthy spaces in a simple, naturalistic 
manner and define entry points.

Glazing films in grey tones provide 
contrast and contribute patterns 
reminiscent of Otto Hajek’s criss-
crossing triangles and parallelograms 
which are embedded in South Australia’s 
cultural conscience. 

How does it make YOU feel?

CELUSA

Migrant Resource 

Centre

CELUSA

It’s all about a fresh new start in 
challenging circumstances. The 
Migrant Resource Centre of SA 
specialises in providing assistance 
to people from refugee and migrant 
backgrounds in their transition to 
living in South Australia. 

In 2014 MRC were contemplating 
a fresh new start for themselves; 
replacing their existing building in 
Coglin St near the markets.

We toured the old building in 
September 2014; it looked distinctly 
forlorn and neglected, but what 
really occupied our minds were the 
challenges of replacing it.

It occupied a tight site with three 
direct street frontages. Not only was 
building access going to be difficult, 
but as a non-profit organisation it 
was imperative that the project be 
kept strictly within a tight budget.

The challenges were so daunting 
that we were having difficulty even 
finding a builder prepared to take the 
project on. 

Eventually we found the perfect 
partner in Mossop, who eagerly 
embraced the challenge. Together 
with Meinhardt, our structural 
consultants, they devised a 
construction system consisting 
of Zego concrete walling and 
precast concrete floor beams. This 
combination allowed us to completely 
avoid internal columns and proved 
to be so effective in program terms 
that the project was completed a 
full six weeks before the contracted 
completion date!

Our client’s high expectations 
spurred us to strive to the utmost. 
In turn, when the tough decisions 
had to be made, they really proved 
to be understanding, adaptable and 
supportive. The result is a project 
that the whole team takes great 
pride in, and is all the more satisfying 
for the invaluable role that it plays in 
helping migrants make a fresh start 
in our lucky country.

Migrant Resource 
Centre

Migrant 

Resource Centre
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Hoping you’ve stayed warm as we slowly 
inch towards spring and some better 
weather!  In this issue we showcase two 
residential projects, each having something 
unique to offer! We also have the latest 
in office news plus staff notes, so find 
somewhere dry to catch up with us.

# 63

In mid-2014 Swanbury Penglase was approached by CIC 
Australia (now part of the Peet Group) to develop project 
home concepts at Lightsview.  The Lightsview vision is to 
establish high-quality, contemporary urban development 
offering architecturally designed homes as a turn-key 
option for home buyers.  It was an exciting opportunity 
that presented us with some stimulating challenges.

With sustainability very much in mind, the sites are 
typically small or narrow and are often bounded by 
neighbouring developments on two or even three sides.  
Clever thinking and the smart use of space is essential to 
ensure that the homes have plenty of natural light and a 
high degree of amenity.

We quickly evolved strategies using light wells, internal 
voids, clerestory windows and roof lights to meet this 
challenge, with natural ventilation boosted through 
careful positioning of opening windows and the creation 
of heat chimneys to exhaust hot air.

Significant to the success of the Lightsview development 
is the focus on housing diversity; each product is designed 
with multiple facade options and flexible layouts, allowing 
owners greater choice.

Good planning has ensured that efficient circulation 
paths are distinct from functional zones.  Combined with 
innovative solutions such as sliding walls it has allowed 
the owner flexibility to customise spaces to suit their 
needs.

Simple measures such as the selection of materials and 
finishes, placement of windows and the use of applied 
projections and overhangs deliver a variety of building 
forms that can be provided with little or no structural 
modification.  This is important in the context of the 
project home market where repetition affords greater 
building efficiency, translating to a “custom” result at a 
reduced cost to the consumer.

We are extremely proud of our association with Peet 
(and formerly CIC Australia), and our involvement in the 
delivery of project homes at Lightsview.  The designs 
have proven to be highly popular, a testament to everyone 
involved.

For information about Lightsview and the house and land 
packages offered visit www.lightsview.com.au.

Flexibility,  
Sustainability,  
Livability
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# 64
With Christmas fast approaching we are 

capping off the year with a Landscape 

spectacular. We wish you a safe and 

happy festive season as we look forward 

to 2017.

Our Team
The landscape team at Swanbury Penglase is headed up 
by Cecilia Tang and Lana Greer. Cecilia has been with the 
firm since 2009 while Lana has been with us since 2014. 
Both of our landscape leaders are graduates of Masters of 
Architecture, lending them added flexibility and a broader 
understanding of our built environment. Their youth has 
injected new energy, and drive for innovation both into the 
office and our recent projects. 

If you’ve missed us in recent Landscape Architecture 
networking or awards events, it’s only because we have 
been absorbed in our projects. One of these is the Aspire 
Residential Development at Evanston South which took 
out a National Excellence Award at the UDIA awards this 
year. 

Education Work
Enthusiastic about the future of the profession, Cecilia 
and Lana have been actively lecturing and tutoring at 
the University of Adelaide for the past few years. Back 
at the office the trend in projects this year has also been 
in education. We have seen an amazing range of project 
types, from 30 year plans, landscape masterplans to 
playgrounds and courtyard upgrades. Currently, we are 
very excited to be in construction of play spaces at St. 
Andrew’s School and landscape upgrades at Blackwood 
High School.

Public Work
In addition, we’ve been equally busy in the public realm. 
You might have seen our Health Innovation Building for 
University of South Australia grow on North Terrace 
and along the Morphett Street Bridge. The Urban Park 
between the two university buildings will begin to take 
shape very soon. Although each of the two University 
design teams have personalised elements in their 
respective halves of the Urban Park, we have collaborated 
closely to ensure that the park appears and functions as 
one for the public.  

Swanbury Penglase is pleased to work with Prospect 
Council again on some streetscape improvements. One 
of these projects, at the junction of Prospect Road and 
Percy Street seeks to acknowledge the heritage of R.M. 
Williams in Adelaide. 5 Percy Street has been stamped on 
the bottom of thousands of pairs of boots sold by R.M. 
Williams, bought both in Australia and even throughout 
the World, a significant achievement to be celebrated.  

Landscape Architectural Conference
Cecilia and Lana attended the recent Landscape Architectural Conference 
in Canberra, titled “Not In My Back Yard”, nicknamed NIMBY. As jovial 
as the name sounds, it was not always so light hearted. The talks and 
discussions dealt with global issues in the Anthropocene (termed as a new 
geological period defined by the fact that the earth’s systems are now 
fundamentally determined by human activity) such as climate change, 
population growth and the impacts of increasing agricultural needs/land. 
Despite the helplessness we felt as landscape architects to change the 
world alone, we were told that it might just be ok if the world immediately 
prepared for the worst case scenario instead of pretending it isn’t 
happening. There is hope, if we drive less, eat less beef, use less packaging 
and give back a little bit of land for increased habitat conservation. 

Glenside New Health Facilities

Aspire at Evanston South

Aspire at 

Evanston South
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Universities are always trying to improve the student experience, partly in 

competition for enrolments, and partly to stay abreast of changing study 

patterns.

At one end of North Terrace you will see major infrastructure rising out of the once 

underdeveloped Park Lands: the new University of Adelaide Medical School and 

the University of SA Health Innovation Building. At the other end, the struggle 

for open space results in occasional new buildings, but more often in infill, 

rejuvenation and adaptation of existing fabric. 

One example of this is the recent Uplift Project within the ECMS Faculty at the 

University of Adelaide. Although a miniscule budget in comparison to these 

other developments, this project aims to add value to underutilised spaces 

and improve accessibility to some substantial Engineering infrastructure. A 

burgeoning student population has put pressure on available ‘breakout’ space; 

in fact the concept did not really exist when many older buildings were designed: 

you went into a lecture then left the building! Nowadays all spaces are considered 

multipurpose and students are encouraged to stay longer and connect. The Hub 

concept epitomises this philosophy on a large scale, but faculties are also trying to 

keep their personnel local and to do so, are looking at mini-hubs which also offer 

comfort and amenity. 

Several of the ECMS Uplift ‘interventions’ provide flexible study and recreation 

spaces, while others highlight entry points, upgrade accessibility or encourage use 

of stairwells in lieu of the default lift. Furniture type also plays a part in facilitating 

group activity; for example the size, shape and mobility of tables. All areas are 

provisioned with laptop charging points as devices are now integral in how study 

is conducted.

The before and after photos illustrate how we have enhanced some of the ‘public’ 

spaces to add value to the student experience.

# 66
Issue 66 and we are starting to see more of the 

cold winter weather approaching! For this issue we 

are focusing on some of our University projects, 

ranging from small to large scale! Also featured 

are our regular staff profile and some office news, 

happy reading...

ECMS Uplift Project

Engineering North,  

Northern Entry - Before

Engineering North,  

Northern Entry - After

Engineering Maths 

Undercroft - Before

Engineering Maths 

Undercroft - After

Engineering South 

Courtyard - Before

Engineering South 

Courtyard - AfterS
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# 67
Issue 67 and things are heating up outside and in the 

office. For this issue we are focusing on our new office 

which commenced on site recently! Also featured is 

our regular staff profile and some office news. Happy 

reading...

Moving on Up... (the street)

New Office Townhouse Interior

Demolition!

Swanbury Penglase New Office

Exciting times ahead for Swanbury Penglase, with demolition officially commencing to 

make way for our new office. 

The unique mixed use development is situated in the tight knit south-western CBD 

community and being just down the road from our current office allows us to keep a keen 

eye on its progress. 

As well as our new home, the project incorporates three townhouses fronting Gilbert 

Street, each with a private roof terrace featuring views out to the southern parklands 

beyond. The residential component aims to appear raw and understated, while the office 

gives the site’s corner a strong presence through its skewed shed like form. 

As a workplace for our growing studio, the design will further support the collaborative 

needs of the practice. Through open office design sessions, we honed in on a desire for a 

space that enhanced the development of ideas, taking heed from workshops and sheds. 

This desire morphed into the creation of spaces with a raw industrial feel. A playful 

interpretation of the saw toothed roof presents itself along Logan Street to reference the 

character of  its context, and  achieves vast amounts of soft southern light into the studio.

The workplace  has a light filled entry gallery, making the most views up Gilbert Street at 

ground floor, and to the Adelaide Hills in the distance from the upper level.

The project is being built by Mossop, with construction expected to take around twelve 

months.
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# 68
After a big year we pause to take a breath, enjoy some 
well deserved rest, then prepare for the new year.

We wish you a safe and happy festive season and look 
forward to seeing you in 2018.

It’s all about STEaM baby
There is a lot happening about STEM in schools at the moment and we are 
very pleased to be involved in several STEM upgrades.

At face value, STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths. 

Although it seems simple at first glance, it is much more than simply 
clustering these disciplines together; it’s about cross discipline integration 
and new ways of thinking. 

Since its inception the term has been steadily expanded to STEaM 
(including Arts), STEaMr (including reading) and even ESTEMHADeki, 
including humanities, entrepreneurship, design and challenge!

The focus on STEM has arisen as a response both to new opportunities 
and to challenges springing up from the dramatic evolution of information 
technology over recent decades.

Revolutionary changes in technology and artificial intelligence are 
completely re-defining the nature of work; it has been said that 65% of 
children entering primary school today will be employed in jobs that do not 
yet exist. 

There has been an enormous amount of work over the last 10-15 years 
on developing new educational strategies or pedagogies to meet these 
challenges. Concurrently, there have been exciting investigations and 
developments into how educational environments can best support 
evolving pedagogies.

Contemporary innovative learning environments go well beyond the 
traditional. While there is undoubtedly still an important role to be 
played by conventional classrooms, they need to be supplemented by 
interconnecting spaces that offer a rich variety of environments that can 
facilitate a wide range of learning activities.

The solution for each school is unique to its context, relating both to the 
particular physical environment and to the pedagogical framework of the 
school. It is an exciting and challenging field of work that brings many 
rewards.

Seymour Innovation & Learning CentreSt Peter’s Girls’ Middle School

Playford International College

Seymour Middle SchoolS
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Development SketchPreliminary Sketch

Facade Panel Documentation

# 69
Happy new year to all!

To kick off an exciting year ahead, we take a deeper look at 

one of our many projects progressing on site this year, and 

reflect on plenty of holiday fun!

Parametric Facade Design at CBC
One of the more exciting projects in our office at the moment is the new 

Centre for Innovation and Learning for Christian Brothers College. We 

thought it might be interesting to touch on the process by which this key 

design element was formulated.

The design features a dynamic wrap-around façade using interlocking 

polygonal panels. Kon, the project director / design architect, had decided 

the building’s main façade would be based on a complex tessellated 

crystallised form to reflect the new building’s multi-disciplinary functions, 

particularly referencing Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 

Mathematics. The added complications were that the facade should be 3 

dimensional and that it was capable of being built!

The project team started by looking at the history of irregular pentagonal 

planar tessellations: only 15 types have been identified since 1918. They 

settled on a set of principles stemming from the Type 4 variation, and 

decided further development would be a perfect challenge for Josh, our 

BIM manager and one of our more technical minds. As he put it;

“Early on I started with a custom Curtain Wall Panel in Revit with a series 

of parameters which were manipulated by the visual scripting plugin 

Dynamo. From this a series of variations of the Type 4 pentagon were 

generated from which an appropriate form was selected. This method 

allowed us to play with scale and randomise some of the values until we 

resulted in a panel form we were happy with.”

At that point however, it became clear that the surface which the pattern 

needed to wrap across was neither linear nor completely planar so he had 

to take a different approach. Josh explains further;

“To circumvent a lot of the calculations required we decided to use 

3ds Max, specifically its Pathdeformmodifier. This allowed for quick 

generation and modification of the tessellation across whatever surface 

we ended up using. The resulting panels were translated into Revit 

via Dynamo, producing a series of adaptive components which would 

schedule area, deformation and size variance across each panel’s surface. 

Without Dynamo, documentation of these panels would have been 

daunting to say the least.”  

We have shown some of the iterations that the team went through on 

this page, together with an artist’s impression of the finished project. It’s 

fully documented – now it’s all over to the builder!

Christian Brothers College

Crystal Forms First Sketch

Facade Iteration

Dynamo Code
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# 70   This quarter we are featuring two South 
Australian businesses which are proving local successes 
in manufacturing; one being technology  and the other 
gourmet food production. No doubt you will be familiar 
with aspects of both.

We hope you enjoy hearing about what’s happening at 
Swanbury Penglase as we plunge into winter.

Acting Locally, Growing Globally
In this issue of Sitenotes, we are having a closer look at two recently 
completed projects which contribute to South Australian manufacturing; 
SAGE Automation at Tonsley and Beerenberg in Hahndorf. Both projects 
show how technological change is re-shaping the way things are made, 
and how the design of these spaces facilitates these major transitions. 
It is encouraging to know that the work-life quality of staff is a key 
consideration of manufacturing design in this new high-tech era. 

First up is the new SAGE office and workshop within the Tonsley high-tech 
manufacturing precinct. SAGE (you may have noticed their digital travel 
time road signs) previously had premises spread across multiple buildings 
and levels on a large site, which segregated activities and isolated staff 
depending on their department. One of the goals for their relocation was 
to integrate these departments and facilitate interaction between all 
staff to improve the office culture and sense of shared mission.

The new office was designed around an active central spine with open 
plan work areas on both sides. Staff interaction is facilitated through the 
provision of shared social activities within the central spine. These allow 
those who previously had no contact with each other to interact informally 
on a daily basis. In addition to points of contact within utility and meeting 
areas, for the first time, a staff kitchen and breakout zone was provided 
and has become the heart of the facility. The sense of distinct teams is 
maintained and concentrated within more formal work zones. 

It has been a real joy for all involved to hear anecdotes of staff forming 
working relationships after interacting for the first time at the new 
Tonsley facility, despite having worked together for up to 20 years. 

From Tonsley to Hahndorf; Beerenberg’s sweet new processing centre 
completes the multi-stage design of their operations facility. Again, an 
emphasis was put on consolidating all activities within one manageable 
area while allowing for future growth. 

The new facility hosts everything from boardrooms to boilers and 
houses an impressive collection of new state-of-the-art food production 
equipment, a warehouse distribution area, and office administration 
spaces. SPA collaborated with several process engineers and production 
experts to ensure that the new equipment could be utilised to its full 
potential. 

The result is that Beerenberg has been able to double their production 
capacity and can now keep up with the increased demand resulting from 
their playful rebranding back in 2013. Interestingly this facility can now jam 
out 60,000 bottles of condiment in a shift, and one new production line 
can fill and label 120 jars every minute.

SAGE Manufacturing

SAGE Offices

Beerenberg Production Facility
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# 71   With spring upon us we inevitably reflect on 

the state of our beach bods with regret and contemplate 

our overall health and wellbeing. This issue we chose to 

ignore the failures that are our winter workout routines 

and focus instead on the successes of one of our health 

related projects; UniSA Cancer Research Institute.

#DEsignTOX. Building for Better Health
SPA has been designing for health for some time now, covering the full 
spectrum from research to diagnostics and treatment. Our work includes 
spaces for mental health, day clinics, hospitals, dialysis clinics, health 
research and other specialist facilities.  

One such project we are particularly proud of is the UniSA Cancer Research 
Institute, which avid readers may recognise from previous Sitenotes issues. 
Now that it is complete and fully operational, we thought it fitting to look 
closer into the health-specific initiatives of the design. 

The $250M, 16 storey facility was generously granted the Kaurna name 
Purruna Wardli, meaning Healthy Place. 

Ironically, several months of consultation and design were conducted in 
a window-less room within City East, far removed from the light-filled 
environments to come. 

This consultation process also included interstate visits to some of the 
country’s most successful laboratory facilities to understand, amongst other 
things, the balance between the practicalities of lab sterility and the human 
necessity for relatable work environments. 

Our favourite anecdote of this balance is that of one scientist, whose work 
demands a completely artificial 12 hour day/night lighting cycle. This resulted 
in 15 years of research in rooms without natural light. Thanks to some smart 
control systems, the technical needs are now satisfied while being able to 
access one of the city’s greatest views. 

Change is always challenging and we were pleased to hear that another 
particularly sceptical researcher moved in within 12 hours of visiting the 
facility, despite having previously resisted relocation.

Collaboration is at the heart of the building, realised by working in close 
association with our client and project manager Christina Coleiro at UniSA 
and our Sydney-based design partner BVN Architecture, with input from a 
range of specialist consultants including lab design consultant Jeff Freeman. 

The facility now hosts a mix of alliances between government and private 
enterprise and is home to the UniSA School of Pharmacy and Medical 
Sciences, the Centre for Cancer Biology, UniSA business incubation hub, the 
Innovation and Collaboration Centre and the MOD; a future-focused public 
museum. This makes the building home to the largest cohort of cancer 
researchers ever assembled in South Australia. 

The building’s first two levels are dedicated to free public gallery spaces and 
is definitely worth visiting. The Museum of Discovery is currently hosting 
MOD.IFY - an exhibition at the intersection of art, science and innovation. 
If machines harming each other is more your thing, Combat Robot Battles 
begin in early October.

CRI Atrium

UniSA CRI Urban Park

CRI Laboratory

S
iten

o
tes

q
u

a
rte

r 3
, 2

0
18

sw
a

n
b

u
ry

p
e

n
g

la
se

.co
m

# 73   The year has got off to a bracing start for us 

with the refurbishment of Union House as a RCC venue in 

time for the Fringe. Our front page article captures a little 

of the excitement. Hot on the heels of that we are making 

preparations for the big move to our new office in about 

6 weeks.

More about that in the next issue!

The State of the Union (House)
To some of us during our Uni years, Union House was a strange and 

perhaps lonely building on campus. Sandwiched between an ever-

increasing range of new purpose-built buildings, it seemed that time 

was going to be called once and for all for this once-great red-brick and 

concrete testament to South Australian modernism. 

A new lease of life dawned for the building with the decision to locate the 

Royal Croquet Club on the campus for the 2019 Fringe. We were pleased to 

be engaged initially in August 2018 to renew the landscaping around the 

Union Building, and developed a concept that reflected the strong linear 

elements of the heritage building while introducing carefully detailed 

contemporary elements and patterns.

The project steadily evolved to include a fully refurbished Mayo Refectory 

as the new UniBar, complete with stage seating and tables. A soft palette 

of matte greens and blackened steel effortlessly complements the 

heritage listed red-brick walls, natural concrete and timber.

Emboldened by progress achieved on site by Sarah Constructions, the 

project team extended the scope further to include an Exercise Studio 

refurbishment including a brand-new sprung timber floor, mirrored walls 

and ballet barre, intensifying activity both on and off site to a fever pitch 

that seemed unsurvivable. 

Survive it we did and on opening night, shaded by the green leaves of the 

cloister trees and looking through the terracotta roofed cloisters, there 

was not a hint of the break-neck timeframe within which the project was 

conceived and executed.

Strangely, as is sometimes the case with heritage projects, it is testament 

to the quality of design that people who had used this building for years 

were not quite sure of what had changed but knew Union House was a 

place they wanted to be.

Union House

Cloisters

Union House Cloisters
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New Office... Who dis? 
We are now firmly established in our brand new 
purpose built offices at 214 Gilbert St.

The site was formerly occupied by George Gross 
and Harry Who Fashion Designers, and when they 
announced in 2014 that they would be winding up their 
firm, it opened an opportunity that was eagerly seized 
by directors Steve and Andrew.

Staff were involved in the creative process from the 
very beginning: divided into teams, we all looked to the 
area surrounding the office to understand the context 
of our new space and how that might influence 
architectural form. The challenge was how to make 
the best of all the ideas and produce something with a 
unified design aesthetic.  

As a practice we asked, ‘what type of space would suit 
Swanbury Penglase? How can it be both aspirational 
and practical?’ The result is ‘the designers’ workshop’.

The overall form is strong and angular, mimicking the 
saw-tooth profiles found elsewhere in this corner of 
the city and much like a workshop or shed.

Externally, the architecture is stripped back to fundamental 
components, with materials selected for their raw characteristics. 
Services are deliberately exposed and raw, without intervention to 
soften or disguise.

Internally the response builds on the raw nature of the external design, 
with most materials expressed in their own right and selected to 
contrast with the exterior.  Intended to appear ‘installed’ and separate 
to the exterior skin, plywood emerged as the hero - its warm and 
gentle texture adds an inviting and natural dimension to the more 
austere steel and concrete structure of the open studio space. 

A new office is an opportunity to shed ‘baggage’, focus on where we 
are headed and reinvent accordingly. For example, office furniture 
and equipment is used very differently now to 20 years ago; our new 
desks are sit-stand to promote a healthier workplace. Our industry is 
heavily based on software with very little paper being used these days 
which has allowed spatial arrangements to be more standardised 
and hence collaborative and flexible. Where possible we have 
sourced Australian designed and made furniture pieces from people 
like Ross Gardam and Design by Them. Although we loved 244 
Gilbert, the new premises have been universally praised by the staff 
and we feel comfortable whilst remaining productive!
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#77  We’re back at last after the holidays with  
another Mad March issue of Site Notes! Our team 
has grown rapidly so enjoy the update of office news 
and a recently completed education project we are 
pleased to showcase. Enjoy your Easter break!

Ground Floor, Physics Laboratory

St Peter’s Girls’ Science Centre
It is exciting and inspiring to be living in an age of such rapid and 
transformational developments in science and technology. Like 
many fields of human activity, architecture has seen enormous 
enhancements in information technology that enable us to achieve 
great results in a fraction of the time it used to, and to be able to 
explore and communicate them far more vividly and thoroughly 
than we ever thought possible. 

The field of education is similarly being transformed and one of the 
enduring sources of satisfaction for us is developing educational 
environments that reflect the burgeoning opportunities and 
challenges facing students today. One particularly rewarding project 
has been the new Science Centre at St Peter’s Girls’ College. 

As always, the accommodation brief constitutes just the bare 
bones of the project - the real value emerges in meeting that brief 
in a way that inspires and brings delight. Our client’s visions and 
aspirations are invaluable in development of the qualitative aspects 
of the brief and it has been a pleasure working closely again with 
the great team at Saints Girls. Their passion and enthusiasm for 
education is always inspiring and translates into exciting learning 
environments.

The project involves a suite of science facilities catering to all the key 
disciplines, incorporating labs and glasshouse as well as expansion 
of space for Visual Arts, an upgrade of the new pool and new 
change rooms. The school has been particularly appreciative of 
details such as adaptability and flexibility of space and use of natural 
light. In a time when we not only benefit so much from science and 
technology in our everyday endeavours but also depend on them 
so profoundly for solutions to the multiple challenges facing us, it 
has been a privilege to be involved with this project. Ground Floor, Biology Laboratory

Ground Floor, Chemistry Laboratory 

with view to Preparation Space

Main Entry, 

St Peter’s Girls’ New Science Centre

S
ite

n
o

te
s

q
u

arte
r 1, 20

20

s
w

a
n

b
u

ry
p

e
n

g
la

s
e

.c
o

m

@
s
w

a
n

b
u

ry_
p

e
n

g
la

s
e

 

@
s
w

a
n

b
u

ry
p

e
n

g
la

s
e

 S
w

a
n

b
u

ry
 P

e
n

g
la

s
e

Woodcroft College New ELC
One of the delights of our profession is encountering unique 

qualities of individual sites that can deliver surprise benefits. One 
such opportunity emerged in the master planning stage of a new 
Early Learning Centre at Woodcroft College. 

The best location for a new ELC coincided with an existing 
stormwater swale. One approach would have been to install a giant 
underground pipe and forever bury this vital function. Straight away 
however we wondered – what if we could integrate this feature 
into the learning landscape? The possibilities were very exciting 
– not only would it provide interesting topography to inspire and 
challenge young minds and bodies, it would also provide first-hand 
experience of water behaviour in the landscape and be highly 
complementary to the Reggio Emilia design principles guiding the 
project.

Safety always remains the overriding criterion in any human 
environment and detailed investigation by our civil engineers, 
FMG, revealed that the swale could be designed so that all the 
educational and experiential benefits of water in the landscape 
could be experienced in absolute safety.

The school and the design team visited several sites in Adelaide 
to experience built examples of nature play environments and 
confirm the philosophy of managed “risk” to maximize educational 
and developmental value. The environment is graduated – it starts 
out neat, controlled and ordered, and as children develop abilities 
and confidence, the landscape allows for adventure and more 
challenging opportunities. 

The landscape is quite sculptural in form. The dry creek bed has 
stepping stones, water play zones that cascade to the “creek” 
and an island with a large sculptural twig “nest”. The outdoor play 
area provides a wealth of other experience beyond the creek bed 
including withdrawal spaces, fairy gardens, sand pits, rain bowls 
(water play), a climbing net, a digging pit, mud kitchen, bridge and a 
cubby. 

The unique character of the site has allowed us to deliver an 
outdoor learning environment of richness, variety and opportunity 
that is seldom achievable in ‘normal’ settings.

#79  We’ve settled back into our office ‘home’ and are 
reflecting on the outdoors with a feature project that focuses on 
outdoor learning environments for little people. We hope you enjoy 
the smell of spring in the air and as always, happy reading...

Central skylight 

Denizens of the learning zone!

Official opening of Woodcroft College ELC

Outdoor learning area and twig ‘nest’
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Healthy Living
Medical facilities are a particularly 
satisfying aspect of our work. As well 
as involving very specific technical 
requirements they offer fascinating 
insights into the lives of the medical and 
allied professionals who serve us so 
well.

Operating theatres are a good example. 
As well as meeting stringent clinical 
and functional requirements the focus 
on these spaces is also to provide long 
views to the outside to provide relief 
for the team during operations. One of 
our recent projects is a major upgrade 
to the Insight Private Hospital in Albury 
where the theatres are particularly well 
provided for in this regard.

A particularly exciting project that is 
currently at the planning approval 
stage is the New Town Medical Centre 
in Hobart. The brief has evolved over 
three years through quite a number of 
iterations: testing the capacity of the site 
and planning constraints, responding 
to the requirements of a wide range of 
stakeholders, and evolving along with 
development of the business case.

A key feature of the design is use 
of large open floor plates to allow 

#80 

complementary medical services to 
work in unison with one another on 
single levels and take advantage of 
common services and facilities.

The site was particularly challenging. Not 
only was there a height difference of over 
10m across the site, it also contained 
deep uncontrolled contaminated fill! Our 
engineers had their hands full working up 
a detailed remediation strategy based on 
a comprehensive underground survey.

One of the key design objectives was 
to devise a building that is distinctive 
in its own right as well as addressing a 
transition between residential buildings 
on the north and mixed use buildings on 
the south. The solution is a composition 
of clean contemporary forms expressed 
using a range of materials reflecting 
the different characters of adjoining 
precincts.

What a year! As 2020 draws to a close we can hopefully 
breathe a little easier as we look forward to what 2021 
will bring. And to send us off for the year we wanted to 
talk about some health projects that are of particular 
importance given this year. If there was ever a time to start 
taking care of yourself, it’s now. We hope you enjoy the 
read and look forward to talking to you all in the new year.

New Town Medical Centre

Insight Private Hospital

Insight Private Hospital

New Town Medical Centre
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Containment Labs
All the focus over the last year on the 

role of science in the fight of a certain 
virus brings to mind one of the most 
technical areas that we work in - 

Physical Containment labs. 

PC labs are a particularly interesting and 
demanding type of project, serving a 
wide variety of functions, ranging from 
pathology testing through to research 
and manufacturing in a wide variety of 
fields embracing many different forms 
of life.

One of the most interesting aspects 
of these labs is working with the 
highly specialised scientists who use 
them. They exist in a whole realm of 
ideas and thinking very different from 
the day to day lives most of us live. 
In order for us to be able to create 
an effective environment, we need 
to fully understand their needs and 
work patterns so that we can translate 
scientific objectives into practical 
outcomes.

The key requirement of containment 
means that a lot of thought goes into 
management of air flow, which has 
received a lot of press recently as one 
of the main areas of concern in medi-

hotels. The principle in most cases is 
that of negative air pressure as well as 
filtering of the air before it is discharged. 

In some instances, management of 
air leaks becomes a high priority and 
leaks have to be tracked down using 
special smoke generating ‘pencils’ that 
create telltale plumes for tracking air 
movement.

On top of that, every surface must be 
impervious and easily cleaned, and 
all joinery, fixtures and fittings must be 
designed to avoid dust and grime traps. 
Some of the specialised equipment 
involved raises its own challenges 
such as heavy weight, management of 
vibration etc.

Beyond all the technicalities, an  
overriding objective is always to make 
the spaces as interesting and attractive 
as possible, because at the end of the 
day these facilities are not only about 
containment and equipment, but 
ultimately about effective workplaces   
for people.

With autumn now upon us, many exciting events and 
projects have already been unfolding in 2021. Under the 
microscope for this issue are some of our Lab Projects. 
We hope you enjoy it and wish you a happy and safe 
upcoming Easter break.

#81 

Flinders Uni Organic Chemistry 

UniSA Bradley Building 

UniSA M2 + the Plasso

UniSA Bradley Building
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Cinema going in the 1940s was a magical 

experience. At the Marryatville Ozone 

(now known as the Regal), you could cast 

aside your daily worries, stroll through the 

Mediterranean garden, dressed to the 

nines, and into a fabulously decorative 

foyer before pushing through the red velvet 

curtains into Hollywood.

Originally built in 1925, it was given a serious 
Art-Deco makeover in 1941 and announced 
in the papers on its re-opening as ‘entirely 
original’. The re-design by F Kenneth Milne 
& Associates featured the completely new 

innovations of a ‘Crying Room’, ‘Party Room’ 
for noisy guests, a private garden, and was 

one of the first theatres in Australia to have 
a hearing loop.

As cinema going declined, Adelaide lost    

many of its fabulous theatres. 

Although it’s cold outside, 
we invite you into the warm 

interior of the Regal Theatre 

upgrade, recently completed 

by our heritage team.

#82 

View from the proscenium

By the 1960s many suburban 

cinemas were in financial trouble. 
The Ozone was about to be 

demolished for a service station 

when the Burnside Council 

purchased it for the community, and 

it is now a rare survivor with probably 

South Australia’s last intact Art Deco 
theatre interior. 

Over the past few years, the heritage 

and interiors team at Swanbury 

Penglase has been working with 
Burnside Council to re-activate and 
restore the magnificent interiors. 
The renovation has included a 

completely new colour scheme, 

carpets, and comfy seats. 

Disney’s ‘Cruella’ is showing over the 
school hols. Get along and support a 
fantastic heritage building!

Theatrical interiors

Regal Theatre Entry Foyer

Stair to upper seating tiers

View from upper seating

‘Irene’ plays at Regal Theatre, 1941
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A new year is underway, 

and so too is the 

documentation phase  

of our soon to be  

Vertex Apartments!

#85

The vertex of 
apartment living
When invited by Peet to design the new apartment 
development taking pride-of-place on MAB Circuit in 
Tonsley Village, we were only too keen.

Whilst the site offered many opportunities for inspiration 
it also threw up some rather difficult challenges. Our 
initial site context study revealed level differences of over 
2 metres along the site’s interface with MAB Circuit. 

To reconcile these levels, our landscape team 
developed a series of landscaped terraces which 
are cleverly designed to eliminate the need for 
balustrades and guard-railing whilst providing ground 
floor courtyards and living spaces with solar access. 
The landscape design also proposes the integration 
of vertical gardens using trellis wires and screens 
with climbing plants to provide privacy to ground floor 

courtyards and provide greening of pedestrian pathways. Overall the 
integration of the landscaping complements the existing planting 
along MAB Circuit providing a high level of amenity at the ground floor 
interface and front door to the apartments.

Through our planning studies for the site we were able to realise an 
additional 12 apartments over the same footprint of other apartment 
projects at Tonsley. Through the efficiency of the site planning, we 
were also able to provide car parking spaces for each apartment plus 
additional parking spaces for visitors.

The design of the streetscape interface along MAB Circuit was 
carefully considered. Rather than designing a series of interconnected 
apartment buildings, our response was to provide separation between 
the apartment buildings to break down the mass. This allowed visual 
connectivity whilst prioritising pedestrian movement through the site for 
improved connections to the Tonsley Innovation District.

Giving the illusion of a row of townhouses, the design is inspired by 
the form of the sawtooth roof of the Main Assembly Building (MAB) 
opposite. In turn, its form inspired the name - Vertex Apartments!

Vertex Apartment imagery by 
Treehouse and Peet
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This issue showcases the 

incredible transformation of the 

recently completed landscape 

at Blackfriars Priory School.

#86

Blackfriars Priory School 
Landscape Redevelopment

Following the completion last year of the new Aquinas 
Centre at Blackfriars Priory School, we are pleased to 
share our latest project at the campus; a comprehensive 
upgrade of the western precinct facing Prospect Road. 

The driving feature of the project is the Jubilee Walk, 
formally welcoming the community into the site. 
The walkway creates a strong visual and physical 
connection from the School’s main entry points, to the 
heritage-listed St Catharine’s administration building and 
front office. Dominican history is etched into the feature 
pavement bands, creating an educational and spiritual 
journey within the landscape. 

The new Masters’ Pavilion is a strong, grounding 

element linking into the Aquinas Centre, providing a generous covered 
outdoor learning area, complemented by custom furniture to create a fluid 
and accessible learning, social and event space. The curved form and 
orientation responds to its location on campus. Its detail references the 
theme of ‘pergola’, mirroring the colonnade language of the Aquinas Centre 
and its strong interior palette of timber battens. Feature lighting in the pavilion 
and along the walkway showcase the school at its prominent address and 
facilitate outdoor events, bringing the space to life at night. 

The project stitches together elements developed over time, mediating 
different path networks, materials, levels and building entries. It caters 
for many outdoor learning opportunities, with the large covered outdoor 
learning area as well as smaller, peaceful garden ‘rooms’, accompanied by 
formal open lawn areas, garden beds and avenue tree planting. 

Simple design elements resulted in some of the most appreciated and 
interesting spaces, such as the small garden beds in front of the library; 
straightforward in their intent and execution, yet their ‘gardenesque’ 
character and scale have made them popular, offering students a familiar, 
human scale place to relax, watch and get away from the crowds.
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Sitenotes takes you back to 

one of our projects introduced 

in 2020 - the Tasman Medical 

Centre and where it’s up to now!

#87

Tasman Medical Centre
Some of the most satisfying achievements in life are 
those that involve the most challenges.

Some of our readers may remember one of the projects 

mentioned in the final issue of 2020; the Tasman 
Medical Centre in Hobart. At that time the project had 
been granted Development Approval after a long and 
arduous process of reconciling client objectives with 

regulatory constraints.

We are delighted to say that construction is about to 

commence and will provide dramatically improved 

facilities for our client, Nexus Hospitals. The new facilities 

will see their operating theatres increase from 3 to 7 and 

will include overnight stay wards which will allow them to 

offer more complex procedures.    

The surgical facilities will be supported by a wide range of allied health 
services including radiology, pathology, pharmacy and GP practice as well 

as shared meeting facilities and a café.

A distinctive feature of the project is the re-use of a sculpture by renowned 
Hobart artist Stephen Walker which will occupy pride of place in the new 
foyer.

Often challenges bring unexpected rewards; an innovative solution was 
found for disposal of contaminated soil from the site where it is being used in 

remediation of an old landfill site. The soil is being used as deep fill to restore 
site levels prior to being capped with clean fill. Not only is this cost effective 
for the landfill remediation, it also avoids consuming capacity at active waste 
disposal sites.

Another unexpected reward came to Matt, our project lead who has been 
able to spend more time with his Sydney relatives thanks to flight delays 

resulting in missed connecting flights!
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2022 is wrapping up and 

what better way to round 
it out than a look at our 
recently completed Norwood 
International High School!

#88

Norwood International 
High School
Transforming environments is obviously our stock in 
trade, however we only occasionally get the opportunity 
to be involved in something as comprehensive as the 
transformation of the Norwood Morialta Magill Senior 
Campus.

The project arose from the merging of Morialta Middle 
School into the campus, taking the total site student 
population from 850 to over 1700.

The work involved a substantial redevelopment of 
almost everything on the site and construction of two 
new buildings: a three storey Middle School Building 
(complete with top level roof deck), and a two storey 
Innovation Hub (technical studies, music, art, food 
technology).

The scope also involved the repurposing of an 

underutilised ‘cafeteria’ space to provide a dynamic 

new Learning Hub, located centrally within the School, 
bringing together learning support, library services and 
IT support.

Other areas of redevelopment across the site included new 

Administration workspaces, classrooms, break out areas, and new 

Middle School laboratories.

Site works included new landscaping to address opportunities for both 
outdoor learning and play spaces, five sports courts and a new carpark.

An entry statement to the site was also developed with a new lift, 
glazing, carpark, landscaping, and signage to recognise its new name, 

Norwood International High School.

All of this work was carried out while the school remained fully 

operational! At the official opening, students commented on how 
familiar they had become with sounds of machinery, power tools, 

concrete cutting and hammers!

The collaborative approach adopted by all involved – the School, 
contractor Lendlease, the Departments for Education and Infrastructure 
as well as the entire design team was exemplary; a demonstration of 

how a vision for a project can be achieved with a shared common goal 

and ‘best for project’ mindset.

It was a privilege to play a key role in the substantial re-envisaging of an 

entire School campus and the cultural and physical changes involved. 
We are proud of this significant project achievement and have enjoyed 
watching the students and staff making good use of their new facilities.
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Welcome to our first issue 
for this year! Featured is our 
Aldinga Payinthi College 
landscape architecture project.

#89

Aldinga Payinthi College 
Landscape Architecture 
Project

It’s always a rewarding experience to revisit landscape 

projects a few years after completion and see how they 
are developing and this was the case with one of our 
larger recent projects, Aldinga Payinthi College.

It was a remarkable project in many ways, not least 
in terms of scale and an extremely tight delivery 
time frame, but also because the final stages of 
documentation and most of the construction was 
carried out during the peak of Covid. Memorable were 
the site meetings that involved mobile phones pointing 
at holes in the ground!

The scale of the project is evidenced in some of the 
statistics: 25,400 native and endemic plants were 

planted in total, including 540 trees embedded in and around 5 inclusive 
play spaces, 3 covered drop off zones, 8 active play spaces, 10 hard 
courts, 4 playing fields, 9 discipline specific Outside Learning Areas, and 
10 interdisciplinary OLAs.

The plantings have made a significant contribution to restoration of 
regional biodiversity and are central to the creation of a contemporary, 
sustainable, inclusive school and community hub.

One of the most rewarding elements of the project was our 
collaboration with Paul Herzich, a Kaurna Ngarrindjeri Landscape 
Architect and public artist, to integrate site specific narratives of Kaurna 
Culture and Country into the campus. The narratives take a number of 
different forms ranging from large civic sculptures welcoming visitors 
to Kaurna Country, to subtle motifs etched into concrete surfaces and 
carved into rocks hidden throughout the play spaces. These narratives 
provide educational and cultural learning opportunities as students 
explore, discover, and interpret them. 

It is most rewarding to see the school full of life and the students  
making the space their own, something we are proud to have played  
a role in facilitating.
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In this issue we are excited to 

share the transformation of 

9 Light Square into the UniSA 

Enterprise Hub.

#90

University of South Australia  
Enterprise Hub
Reinventing 9 Light Square into a ‘Place of Enterprise’ for 

UniSA has been a journey of discovery.

From our first site walk around where we began to realise the 
extent of its unique and somewhat chequered history, it has 
certainly thrown us a few surprises and made us appreciate 
the strong emotional ties people have with this corner of the 

West End!

In fact, we have discovered that we can tell people’s age 
by their memories of the venue’s previous incarnations, 
depending on whether their partying years were in the 
70/80s (Da Vinci’s), 80/90s (Le Rox), or 90/00s (Night Train)! 

Our disciplines of Architecture, Interior Architecture and Heritage 
all worked in collaboration on this adaptive reuse project alongside 
UniSA and the wider consultant team, finding the balance 
between discovering and celebrating the building’s unique 

history and modernising it to become a place of enterprise and 

innovation. Many items found on site have been kept, celebrated, 
and repurposed including the iconic “birdcage”, removed from the 
external facade, restored to its original brass finish and repurposed 
as an informal meeting space.

Across two levels, the Enterprise Hub accommodates over 100 
people in a variety of settings including start up incubation suites, 
agile co-working hubs, a workshop, and open plan work areas. 
Supporting these spaces are flexible training and events spaces, 
formal and informal meeting areas and kitchen hubs. 

The end result is a dynamic place of collaboration and connection 
as well as an investment in maintaining this important and historic 
site into the future.

quarter 2, 2023
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The Port Pirie Railway Historic 
Precinct is set for an injection of 
new life, with conservation and 
modification works  
currently underway!

#91

Port Pirie Historic 
Railway Precinct
Port Pirie Railway Station, once described as a “bilious 
combination” of red, blue, green and yellow when it first 
opened in 1902, will become a key attraction along the Silver 
to Sea Way Heritage Trail. 
With the help of Swanbury Penglase’s heritage team and 
delivery by Stoneideas, the intricate pressed metal facade of 
the former railway station is being meticulously restored to 
its original condition - but thankfully not to its original gaudy 
colour scheme which was painted over only a few months 
after its completion. It is not only its unusual construction 
that made this building unique, but also its orientation to Port 
Pirie’s main street which also once served as the route of 
the railway line to Broken Hill. Meanwhile, the adjoining petite 
former custom’s house, original gateway to the Port, is being 
repainted and stonework repaired. 

The project is not just about conservation. It also involves the 
rehabilitation of the surrounding area, creating a welcoming 
space for locals and tourists to enjoy and celebrate the lively 
industrial landscape of South Australia’s second busiest port. 
Activating Port Pirie Railway Station and Customs House will 
create a dynamic and engaging experience for people to 
connect with the place’s past through a variety of events and 
immersive exhibitions.
The revival of the area is just one piece of a larger initiative - the 
Silver to Sea Way Heritage Trail. This is being developed by the 
National Trust of South Australia, bringing together a creative 
team to design and deliver the project. This trail extends from 
Broken Hill to Port Pirie, tracing the historical routes of trade and 
transportation that were vital to the development of the region. 
Along the trail, visitors can immerse themselves in the rich 
history and diverse stories of the area, with the restored former 
railway station and customs house serving as a principle 
gateway for this journey.

Port Pirie Railway Station, c.1930 (State Library SA B 22810)New paint scheme for the former Customs House 

Photo: Sam Pentelow/Stoneideas

The new colour scheme for 

the prominent Railway Station 

tower, Ellen Street, Port Pirie
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In our last issue for this year, we 

are excited to share the recently 

completed School for Allied 

Health, at the University   
of Adelaide.

#92

The fields of education and health are a major focus for our 
practice. Recently we celebrated completion of a project that 
encompasses both; a new School for Allied Health at The 
University of Adelaide.

The project is the third and final stage of a development we 
started at the end of 2020. 

The project site is distributed over four buildings across the 
North Terrace campus and encompasses a range of clinical 
teaching spaces as well as administration support spaces for 
the Physiotherapy, Speech Pathology and Occupational Therapy 
programs. A notable feature of the project is a Simulation 
Hospital space, set up as group of twelve treatment bays to 
familiarise students with working in a ward environment.

Each discipline has materials and colours associated to them, all 
intended to compliment each other and build a design language 
and identity for Allied Health as a whole.

A key feature of the project was the development of site-specific 
graphics. The University engaged two Aboriginal artists through 
Ochre Dawn (an Aboriginal owned and operated branding and 
marketing company) to create and install two pieces; Soli and 
Holistic Health by Anna Dowling, and Wirltu Yarlu – White-bellied 
Sea Eagle by Allan Summer.

The artists then worked with the design team’s signage and 
wayfinding designer, Studio Pinata, to embed the pieces in the 
interiors, the artworks extrapolated and printed at large scale, 
across walls and glazing.

The project is a great example of how carefully selected finishes 
combined with striking graphics can seamlessly blend to evoke 
active and dynamic learning spaces. 

School for Allied Health

Images by David   
Sievers Photography

We also understand the complexities of undertaking 
construction works in live operating healthcare environments 
and the unique design and construction challenges   
this brings. 

Recently completed projects include Insight Private Hospital, 
Canberra Private Hospital, Vermont Private Hospital, 
Manningham Private Hospital & Orange Private Hospital.

Current projects include the New Mt Barker Hospital,  
Tasman Medical Centre, Repat Medical Centre, Pacific 
Private Hospital & Ballarat Private Hospital.

Healthcare at Swanbury Penglase
Our expert healthcare team specialise in the design and 
implementation of innovative, sustainable, and patient-centric 
healthcare facilities across Australia. We have successfully 
completed numerous projects, ranging from radiology, 
dialysis & donor centre clinics to private hospitals, undertaking 
Orthopaedic, Ophthalmic, Endoscopy, and Plastics (amongst 
others). We understand the unique challenges and regulations 
associated with healthcare projects, ensuring compliance with 
relevant standards and guidelines, both nationally and within 
each jurisdiction. 
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In the beginning, there was no plan and no idea of what a career in 
Architecture would be. A broad idea that Architects had a role in the 
design of buildings was matched by a total lack of understanding of 
how architecture impacts the lives of people.

A lifetime later I now know that the personal satisfaction that comes 
from designing and seeing a building  come to life is matched and 
surpassed by the impact on people, the backstories of the people 
and the purpose for which a building was created, be it a home, 
(secure, uplifting, a place to grow) or a vehicle through which ideas 
and visions would be fulfilled, or a quiet place, a retreat or a place of 
worship. 

Architecture gave us the opportunity to travel (almost a mandatory 
requirement to practice architecture back in the day) and we were 
privileged to visit many architectural gems, some contemporary, 
some older.

Evidence of the impact that architectural expression has on, or is 
reflective of lifestyle and politics is plain to see in the Spanish cities 
of Grenada and Cordoba where the Moorish influences (colourful 
arched forms, central water features and beautiful intricate wall 
and ceiling decoration) over 700 years or so was impacted by the 
catholic influences of the northern monarchy (traditional gothic 
forms and features) when they took power. It was good to see that 
the conquerors generally respected the architecture and tended to 
adapt rather than destroy, so what we experience now is simply a 
treasure.

Buildings rarely match the beauty and grandeur of the natural world 
which speaks to the awesome nature of the creator, but I wanted 
to share some images of examples that illustrate the power of 
architecture to impact people and in the cases below how they 
impacted me.

La Sagrada Familia is well known; Antoni Gaudi’s creation, over 141 
years in construction. The design is divisive, love it or not the building 
speaks powerfully to the Christian narrative to which it is dedicated.
For me, that an architect could so clearly express the narrative is

Architecture - It’s so much more

#93 58 years ago, Eric Swanbury commenced his  
architecture degree; little did he know what he was 
getting into, or that he would go on to found Swanbury 
Penglase in partnership with his good friend Steve.

In this issue of Sitenotes we farewell Eric who has  
decided to step away from the practice. We’ve given  
him the floor to reflect on his years as an architect.  
The SP family thanks him for his contribution over the  
last 35 years and wish him the very best for the future.

Reichstag Dome

Reichstag interior Kamppi Chapel

Kamppi Chapel ceiling

La Sagrada Familia La Sagrada Familia

remarkable but the sheer grandeur and beauty of the 
internal spaces within, even full of tourists evoked a 
sense of wonder and awe as a cathedral should. The 
story behind the design and construction, Gaudi’s life 
and accidental death, the struggle to build it are heroic 
but the result speaks for itself.

Kamppi Chapel in the heart of the busiest part of 
Helsinki is a place of peace, refuge and contemplation. 
K25 Architects designed the building with walls made 
entirely of wood, Spruce externally and Ash internally to 
be a place of sanctuary, apart from the hustle and bustle 
that surround it. The chapel, indirectly lit from above (it 
has no windows) is enclosed with continuously curved 
sculptured timber walls. Simplicity itself, absolutely 
serene.

The Reichstag dome which sits above the legislative 
government building which is the seat of the German 
Bundestag was designed by Sir Norman Foster from an 
idea by Gottfried Bohn to symbolise Germany’s move 
away from its past. An amazing space both aesthetically 
and functionally the overlapping spiral ramps and the 
central mirrored structure directing light into the heart 
of the building. It represented a new, clean, technically 
sophisticated image.

Architecture needs to be functional and efficient, 
practical and useful, it has a job to do but it can do so 
much more.

I want to say an enormous thank you to my clients, 
the people and the companies or organisations they 
represented who entrusted me to work alongside them 
and design buildings which would deliver on the visions 
and purpose for which they were created. It was a great 
reward to see completed projects commissioned and 
handed over, to see them to perform as intended and in 
the best cases to see a positive impact on people’s lives 
and our overall environment.

- Eric Swanbury
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This quarter we are showcasing 
the recently completed landscape 
and play spaces at Woodcroft 
College Junior School. We hope 
you enjoy this issue and are 
keeping warm!

#94

The landscape includes two new play areas, divided by a 
‘serpentine’ timber fence. The sand-pit “water hole” acts 
as one shared play experience that spans the two areas, 
allowing for the children in the ELC and Junior School to 
interact, maintaining relationships and facilitating transition 
from the ELC to the Junior School.

The Junior School playspace boasts two new covered 
outdoor learning areas, six new breakout spaces, an 
amphitheatre, three large new climbing play items that offer 
something different to the ‘run of the mill’ playground and a 
new timber nature-play inspired climbing net and play fort.

In all, the aspiration is to provide open, transparent, and 
collaborative learning environments with strong links to the 
external environment, both physically and conceptually.

Woodcroft College New Junior 
School Landscape

The outdoor play space at the new Junior School was inspired 
by the estuary “where the tide meets the stream”; a perfect 
metaphor to reflect the journey experienced by students as they 
move through Reception, Junior and Middle schooling. 

The new Junior School building works together with the 
previously completed ELC to create a protected space for Junior 
School students. As they grow and develop more autonomy, 
students venture further out through the protected space to the 
school oval and beyond.

The outdoor areas continue the cohesive narrative flowing 
throughout the new three-storey Junior School building, exploring 
the story of the Onkaparinga River and its connecting waterways.
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Architecture is such a richly diverse profession, with many 

different aspects to it, and there are many different reasons why 
people are drawn to it (so to speak). 

Architecture was the perfect choice for me because as well 
as offering plenty of opportunities in design and overseeing 
construction outcomes, it held great potential for development 
of a business that can bring real value to people’s lives.

For me, it was also a love of craftsmanship. Woodwork was 
one of my strengths at school and I consistently excelled at 
it because I loved working with my hands and it also involved 
problem solving and practical outcomes.
 

Sadly, craftsmanship plays a much lesser role in architecture 
than it once did, however the art of problem solving remains 
essential to every project from the tiniest detail to the grand 
sweep of a master plan.

Very early on in my architectural working life, I realised it 
was difficult to find a firm that offered opportunities for real 
advancement and senior roles and leadership.

One of the most fortuitous events for me was meeting Eric 
Swanbury, who would become my business partner and co-
founder. We are naturally opposite in many ways, which is the  
perfect recipe for an effective business partnership. Throughout 
the whole journey, Eric has been an unfailing sounding board 
and reality checker for me.

A central principle that we both held to from the very beginning 
is the value of relationships; inevitably disagreements will arise 
from time to time in any joint venture and I have always found 
that by far the most effective way of dealing with them is 
amicable negotiation from a position of mutual respect.

Looking back with 
Steve Penglase

#95 As some of our readers will already know, the 
Swanbury Penglase team said farewell to founding 
partner Steve Penglase, who felt the time was right to 
embark on a new life chapter (for the most part!)

Steve’s positive impact on the office is hard to overstate, 
having been a great mentor to many and a wealth of 
knowledge. We wish him all the best and no doubt will 
see him from time to time as he drops in to oversee 
some continuing projects and suppress his itch to 
dabble in some office maintenance.

Me in the 1990s SP Office 2006

Current Gilbert St Office

21  years of   

Swanbury Penglase

The other wonderful aspect of relationships is the power 
of collaboration; probably the greatest enjoyment for me 
has come from sitting down with colleagues and working 
together on projects.

On a broader scale, collaboration for me is also central 
in all our dealings beyond the walls of the office, whether 
it be clients, contractors, consultants, suppliers or other 
architects. Collaboration magnifies capabilities beyond 
just the sum of the people on the team. It also leads to 
enduring friendships and has been the key to growth of 
the office from humble beginnings back in 1989 to the 
substantial firm it is today.

One of the other great satisfactions for me has been 
crafting the environments in which the firm works. In 1994 
we moved out of rented accommodation into our first 
building; a refurbished warehouse on Wright St. In 2006 
we developed a new building for ourselves in Gilbert St, 
and from there in 2019 developed a third building just two 
blocks down the road. Each one provided us with a great 
place to work as well as advertising our skills and values.

Beyond our own work, other architects’ work is always 
inspiring, and one that I have always found particularly 
so is Norman Foster. In Australia the work of John Wardle 
never fails to impress.

It’s been an enormous privilege working as an architect 
and having had the opportunity to establish Swanbury 
Penglase. I’m delighted with the leadership team that’s 
now in control and also the talented people in the firm 
including those with ambitions to join the leadership team 
to further develop and sustain the practice well into the 
future.

-Steve Penglase

Wright St Office 199
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Welcome to 2025! In this issue, we 

are excited to share our expansion 

and refurbishment works at 

the Pacific Private Hospital in 
Southport, Queensland.

#97 Welcome to 2025! In this issue, we 

are excited to share our expansion 

and refurbishment works at 

the Pacific Private Hospital in 
Southport, Queensland.
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Over the last decade Swanbury 
Penglase has designed and delivered 
numerous projects in partnership with 
Nexus Hospitals. We are proud to 
continue this ongoing relationship with 
the recent expansion of the Pacific 
Private Hospital on the Gold Coast.

This project involved expansion of the 
Hospital to occupy an additional floor 
within the building, along with a partial 
refurbishment of the existing Hospital 
tenancy on the floor below. The new 
facility included two state-of-the-
art orthopaedic operating theatres, 
associated perioperative support areas 
(pre-op and post op recovery), along 
with eight new ward rooms, a new 
Hospital entry and administrative and 
staff facilities. Refurbishment of the 
existing Hospital includes expanded 

pre-op bays, new staff facilities, 
additional storage and improved 
recovery and discharge areas.

Construction took place over the 
course of 10 months, including major 
works over the Christmas Closure, 
which allowed the contractors full 
access to the Hospital.

Swanbury Penglase undertook 
Contract Administration of the project, 
which included regular travel to the 
Gold Coast for site visits. With the sun 
coming up very early in Queensland, 
this even allowed the team members 
to go out for morning runs. Some 
post-run selfies even made their way 
into the project’s site photos folder, 
which earned them a Golden Swanny 
nomination!

Pacific Private Hospital

Photographs by Brown Fox Creative House

Location: Southport QLD
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After a long wait for some much needed 
conservation works, the Adelaide Town 
Hall can again be appreciated in all its 
glory. You can read about it below!
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On 29 November 1865, the Adelaide Town Hall tower – 
then the tallest structure in the city – was officially “topped 
out” with a suitable ceremony. Named the ‘Albert Tower’ in 
memory of Queen Victoria’s late husband, more than thirty 
prominent invited guests climbed the timber scaffold at the 
contractors’ invitation to hear speeches and drink toasts 
of sherry in celebration. The celebratory mood culminated 
in one adventurous guest clambering onto the finial and 
spinning atop its cast-iron ball. When the recent façade 
conservation works reached completion, today’s regulations 
ensured the moment was celebrated rather more sedately.

After nearly two years veiled in scaffolding, the 160-year-
old landmark has emerged revitalised having undergone 
critical conservation works. In addition to cleaning, repointing, 
render repairs, installation of protective cappings and 
repainting, it also proved necessary to structurally stabilise 
and replace portions of deteriorated stone. With the original 
quarry no longer available, matching stone was sourced 

from salvaged material stockpiled from the demolition of 
the Port Road bridge over the Torrens more than thirty years 
ago.  The project also required the complete dismantling 
and rebuilding of the tower’s upper section above the 
cupola. This addressed both long-term weathering and the 
structural damage first caused by the 1902 earthquake and 
subsequent corrosion of internal ties.

It also provided an opportunity to gain deeper insight into 
its original construction, as the disassembly of components 
undertaken to address issues revealed unexpectedly 
sophisticated techniques and systems. Such challenges are 
seldom apparent in the completed work, as is appropriate.

The conservation of this civic icon stands as a testament 
to the patience and commitment of the City of Adelaide, 
the stewardship of Place PM, and the skill and dedication of 
Duratec, whose efforts – in collaboration with the Heritage 
Team at Swanbury Penglase – have ensured the Albert 
Tower will continue to stand proudly for generations to come.

Adelaide Town Hall     
Façade Conservation

Left and top photographs by Brad Griffin
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In our last issue for this year, 

we present our concept 

for the new Repat Hospital. 

Happy reading!

#84

The new Repat Hospital
Working with old buildings brings all sorts of interesting 
experiences, particularly old buildings with cellars. Over 
the years we have ventured into some pretty spooky 
spaces.

One current project that promises something along 
those lines is the rejuvenation of the Repatriation 
Hospital Precinct; the site previously included a 
surgical facility which is currently being demolished. 
It is rumoured to have included several underground 
operating theatres, which has us all intrigued. 

However, that aside, we are fortunate to be the 
Architectural team for Nexus Hospitals, who will provide 
and operate a significant Hospital development in this 
precinct.

Still in the design process, the project is shaping up as a five storey 
Hospital that will have six operating theatres and supporting recovery 
beds for a range of medical procedures including orthopaedics, 
ophthalmology, gastroenterology and general surgery. 

There will also be a number of Allied Health tenancies within the 
building with the provision of extensive undercover carparking for 
patient convenience. 

The new Hospital and environs will be available to both public and 
private patients, increasing capacity for SA Health public patients 
on this site, and providing private patients access to state of the art 
medical facilities. 

Our professional services will be provided in the disciplines of 
Architecture, Interior Design and Landscape Architecture, and along 
with other major Medical and Educational Projects, it will keep the office 
busy and productive with cutting edge projects for several years to 
come. 

In the meantime, some of our team members are contemplating the 
prospect of exploring underground labyrinths once again, with tickets 
being prioritised for ‘intrepid’ staff!
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Creating spaces for our future 
generations to learn, discover and thrive 
in is at the core of all our Educational 
projects. 

We were thrilled to receive a 
Commendation for Interior Architecture 
at the Australian Institute of Architects (SA 
Chapter) awards, celebrating the success 
of the Blackfriars Priory School Aquinas 
Centre. 

Signalling a new era for the School with 
the first new stand-alone building project 
on site since 1980, the Aquinas Centre 
sits proudly and prominently at the front 
of the campus on Prospect Road. 

In this issue, we bring to you 
the stunningly detailed and 
award-winning Blackfriars 
Priory School Aquinas Centre. 
Take a look!

#83 

Blackfriars Priory School, Aquinas Centre
As the last few years have shown us, 
situations can change at a rapid pace 
and what we know today may be 
different tomorrow. The Aquinas Centre 
has been designed to adapt to change 
in real time, providing a future-focused, 
agile teaching and learning environment 
to easily and quickly adjust and support 
changes in Education. 

Delivering a tertiary-style learning 
environment was an important design 
driver, reinforcing the School’s belief in 
their senior learners and developing a 
sense of ownership and responsibility 
for the space. The floorplate has been 
planned to encourage collaboration and 

self-directed learning, all while being 
underpinned by a seamless approach 
to technology. The result is a warm, 
welcoming and sophisticated learning 
environment. Good design is all about 
people. It has the ability to positively 
impact the user’s experience, creating 
a place where people feel good and 
want to be. Feedback from the school 
is that students and teaching staff alike 
are gravitating to the Aquinas Centre at 
any opportunity. Hearing the spaces are 
so well received from the people who 
occupy them every day, is the best kind 
of award!
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Parties, shows and concerts are essential ingredients of a well-rounded 
university education. At the University of Adelaide, Union House was long the 
epicentre for such things, hosting all kinds of social and wider community 
events like the Big Day Out, Fringe and Festival performances. The iconic 
building featuring the distinctive arched cloisters holds a special place in many 
people’s memories. 

But it was also much more than that; for many decades, it was effectively the 
centre of student social life and its offerings included food, a bar, art and craft 
(former art studio), sports (squash courts, games room), meeting rooms, a base 
of student organisations and clubs, a bookshop, a travel centre, a barber and 
even a bank.

It has been our great privilege to work on a major redevelopment of Union 
House and we feel the weight of responsibility working with material so dear to 
many hearts. Material is the operative word here with the building representing 
a fine example of what might be called sensitive modernism. 

Unlike many modernist buildings, this one was developed as an extension to 
existing heritage buildings and architects Dickson & Platten went to a great 
deal of effort to honour them. A big part of that was the careful choice of 
materials to complement the heritage building fabric. This project is considered 
one of the best examples of their work.

Materiality has been a key theme in our work on the building and has seen a 
focus on the development of the fine work done in the original construction.

One notable element in the material palette is the straw panel system used for 
ceilings throughout the building. They have performed very well over the years 
despite being an organic material that might have been expected to degrade 
over time or become host to various types of vermin. Boasting excellent 
acoustic and thermal properties, they continue to play a significant role in 
setting the warm and human atmosphere that characterises the interiors.

A unique challenge that arose for us is the fact that the panels have not been 
manufactured for some time in any quantity, especially in Adelaide. Fortunately, 
the machinery used in their fabrication is still intact and operative and we were 
able to track it down to its current home in Murtoa Victoria. Obtaining panels 
similar in visual appearance to the original was an important aspect of our 
design approach. To help achieve this, the manufacturer sought the original 
workforce for advice and know-how that had lain dormant for decades.

We’re delighted with the result, even more for the fact that it is helping to keep 
old skills alive.

Union House Redevelopment

In our last issue for this year, 
we are excited to finally share 
our recently completed 
Redevelopment of Union House 
at the University of Adelaide!

#96

Photographs by Brad Griffin
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This quarter, we are featuring the 
beautiful Purrunarninthi Wellbeing 
Garden at Woodcroft College.  
We hope you enjoy it!

#98
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While we spend a lot of effort to achieve high standards 
in design and execution, one of the particularly rewarding 
aspects of our work is the real world benefit that projects 
can bring to people’s everyday experiences.

The Purrunarninthi Wellbeing Garden at Woodcroft College 
is a good example; it is a small secluded garden attached 
to a new Wellbeing Centre, offering students and staff an 
opportunity to recharge from their daily routines.

Purrunarninthi, means “becoming whole” in Kaurna. The 
College obtained cultural permission by working with Kaurna 
Warra Pintyanthi, the leading group dedicated to Kaurna 
language revitalization.

Through co-naming, the College contributes to keeping 
the Kaurna language alive, reflecting the ongoing presence 
of Kaurna culture and offering students and visitors a 
meaningful and evolving connection to Country.  
      

The project exemplifies meaningful adaptive reuse, taking 
an underutilised space on the periphery of the College’s 
campus and transforming it into something of real value.

Two curved decks floating above a meadow-like landscape, 
soothing water features and an abundance of stone 
steppers and seating boulders help ground users and give 
opportunity to heal on Country.

The garden was envisaged particularly as supporting 
programmed therapy however has been widely adopted by 
the College community beyond the original vision to become 
a quiet place of gathering and reflection for both students 
and staff.

We are told it is frequently used at recess and lunch by 
students looking for independent retreat, as well as by staff 
for birthday celebrations and morning coffee catchups. 

Feedback like that does wonders for our own wellbeing!

Purrunarninthi Wellbeing    
Garden, Woodcroft College

Top left, middle and bottom photographs by Brad Griffin
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We kick o� 2008 with our ever expanding 
Landscape Architecture discipline, check out 
what they’ve been growing this past year 
and follow us into the greenhouse!

Stage 1 Landscape Works for this prestige 
residential development at Victor Harbor 
for Adelaide Development Company (ADC) 
will start on site in April. Swanbury Penglase 
provided a suite of services ranging from 
an Urban Design Masterplan for the whole 
estate, Urban Design Guidelines for individual 
allotments and design for Streetscape and 
Open Space works. The end result will be a 
striking and contemporary setting for local 
residents and one that we hope sets the 
benchmark for future developments in the 
region. Underpinning the approach was a 
commitment to creating sustainable 
coastal landscape.

Having successfully delivered Stages 1-3 
of ShenYe Longsheng Garden in Longgang 
and Stages 1-3 of ShenYe Royal Spring in 
Dongguan prior to Christmas, we had a 
chance to draw breath and celebrate Chinese 
New Year. Works on site will commence 
shortly. Along with our Architectural team 
our current focus is a competition entry for 
the Miyun project near Beijing, comprising 
a 5 star Hotel, Convention Centre, five 15 
storey residential towers and approximately 
2 hectares of landscape area. 

Documentation is nearly complete on the 
streetscape and entry works for the new 
Techport Australia precinct at Osborne for 
Defence SA. The industrial nature of the 
site and the hostile soil conditions have 
presented a number of design challenges. 
Working closely with the Client, City of 
Port Adelaide Enfield, soil scientists and 
local plant suppliers, our team is aiming to 
deliver a distinctive landscape that provides 
a high level of amenity to precinct users 
and significant marketing opportunities for 
Defence SA. Feature entry panels will be 
complemented by a streetscape treatment 
that utilises a plant palette sourced entirely 
from local plant species, ensuring that in 
the long term, the landscape treatment is 
sustainable not be reliant on irrigation to 
survive. Construction works are programmed 
to commence in May 2008.

Franklin Island

Techport Australia

China

Master Planning

Urban and Landscape Master Planning 
continues to grow as a discipline within 
the practice. Notable and recent projects 
include the James Coke Park Master Plan 
for the City of Norwood, Payneham and St 
Peters and the Recreation Plans for the Le 
Fevre Peninsula Community Recreation 
Ground and Fawk Reserve. The project 
teams have had a ball working closely 
with the local communities to ensure the 
design responses are both meaningful 
and fun for those who use the parks the 
most - the locals.

Visual Impact Assessment

With Brett Grimm joining us recently, 
Swanbury Penglase now o�er the 
capability to assess the Visual Impact of 
development forms. Recent work includes  
the Olympic Dam Mine Expansion (EIS), 
numerous wind farm developments as 
well as mining exploration developments 
to the north of South Australia. Derived 
from world’s best practice, the model 
used by Swanbury Penglase provides a 
quantified visual assessment and can be 
used in the preliminary stages of concept 
development as a design tool to limit any 
social implications.

Works on the University of Adelaide Darling 
Building and Barr Smith Library link is now 
complete. Builders, Sarah Constructions did 
a fantastic job handling a project in one of 
the busiest parts of the University’s North 
Terrace campus. Recently relocated to the 
Darling Building, the Faculty of Science now 
have a fully access compliant entrance as 
well as an elegant new ramp to the library.  
The integrity of the ‘plaza’ as a meeting place 
for students has been maintained, while 
views across the area have been greatly 
improved.

Feature Services

Western Plaza
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Discovering Recreation...
The sun was prevailing over retreating clouds when we first visited 
Discovery Parks in Braybrook (Melbourne), Victoria on a mild winter’s 

day in 2017. Appealing to a broad range of patrons ranging from 

holiday makers, travellers and regional workers, Discovery Parks 

Melbourne has an extraordinarily high occupancy rate. 

We were immediately reminded of the site’s history as a defence 

facility with several of the original red brick buildings still standing - 

now repurposed as the Reception and Recreation facilities. But the 

predominant building form on site is the accommodation cabins 

which have grown organically since its transformation as a holiday 

and caravan park just over two decades ago. 

Our brief for a master plan was as broad as the patron 

base, encompassing comprehensive renewal and upgrade 

including  a new reception and administration facility, motel style 

accommodation units, cafe, a replacement pool, an outdoor 

cinema, play space features and nature play areas as well as 

rationalizing site access and parking.

The project is an exciting opportunity to transform the visitor 
experience and complete the transition from its historical 

beginnings. One of the key initiatives of the master plan is reshaping 

site contours for topographic interest, improved surveillance and 

creation of an integrated amphitheatre / cinema.

There were numerous challenges arising from the diversity of 

visitors, such as providing for the regular high check-in volumes 

of patrons arriving from the trans-Tasman ferry, and the need to 

accommodate worker’s construction vehicles as well as the usual 

cars and caravans.

We assembled a large team of professionals including engineers, 

planners, arborists and environmental consultants to contribute 
their input. Over two years and numerous consultation meetings 
we have developed with our client a vision for renewal that has 

everyone excited. 

We’re now looking forward to seeing some of those construction 

vehicles hard at work rather than idly stationed on site!

Nature Play

Terraced Landscape 

#76  The year is winding down (or winding up?) 

and with the silly season upon us we want to share 

a holiday-appropriate project that has us looking 

forward to fun in the summer sun during our annual 

office shut down. Happy holidays!

Outdoor Cafe

Master Plan
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# 32
With another hot summer setting in and 
Christmas fast approaching it has been a 
busy few months at Swanbury Penglase. 
Please find somewhere to ‘chillax’ and 
catch up on the highlights from within the 
SPA o�ce (and various sporting arenas!)

New start for Linden Park 
If you have found yourself driving past Linden Park Schools recently you will have noticed 
the school has undergone some dramatic changes. Due for completion in mid December, 
the $5.6 million redevelopment consists of a new resource centre, administration hub and 
classrooms, major refurbishment of existing buildings, new landscaping and the much 
needed demolition of the transportable classrooms.

Working on this project for the past three years, it has been a collaborative e�ort of all 
three disciplines; Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Interior Design. 

As the final stage got underway there was a certain buzz and excitement as the existing 
timber transportable buildings were demolished. Unsightly and well past their use by date, 
it was an unveiling of sorts of the dramatic changes that had occurred on site in the last 18 
months.

Complex management and staging of the building works was required so that the school 
could still operate while buildings were being demolished and new buildings constructed.

The school was a mixture of development from the 1940’s through to 

the late 80’s and the project was an opportunity to unite the entire site.

With the original red brick building at the eastern end of the site and various other red brick 
buildings added over the past 50 years, red brick was an obvious choice for a material to 
link all buildings together. This, along with a contrasting cream brick and coloured fibre 
reinforcement cement panels to di�erentiate the new buildings, provided a base palette 
for the redevelopment.

The new landscaping has been designed to maximise open play areas across the site, 
creating equitable access to all parts of the school and reducing water consumption by the 
use of indigenous plant species. 

The interiors, both new and existing, have a consistent level of finish across the school with 
colour again being used to define the spaces for junior, middle  and senior primary years.

As the final landscaping stage nears completion, it is very rewarding to see all facets of the 
design finally come together, to provide a coherent architectural language throughout the 
campus and create a strong physical and visual link between the junior and senior schools. 

Thanks to Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure, Department of Education 
and Children’s Services, Meinhardt, Wallbridge and Gilbert, Davis Langdon and Linden Park 
Schools for their e�orts.

Resource Centre

Administration and Resource Centre

timber transportable demolition

landscape works

junior primary classrooms
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Office News
Sitenotes is delighted to announce several new 
appointments within the office. Congratulations 
to Paul Rawinski who was appointed as an 
Associate Director, Marguerite Bartolo, Lana 
Greer, Marty Frost and Ted Bourchier, who 
were each promoted to Associates, and 
Nathan McEwen, Nick Bartholomaeus and 
Steph Copson, who were elevated to Senior 
Architects. 

Swanbury Penglase is pleased to share that 
Senior Architects James Maude and Samuel 
Jeyaseelan, as well as Architect Ivana Rajcic 
have recently joined our team. We would 
also like to celebrate quite a few of our staff 
members who recently met some significant 
career milestones! Congratulations to Senior 
Associate Peter Morris and Keti Komaris from 
Admin, who have reached an incredible 25 
years of service. Congratulations also to our 
IT Manager, Ben Swanbury, and Associate 
Director, Nick Grbin, who have each clocked 
15 years of service, as well as Senior Associate 
(Heritage) Stephen Schrapel, Associate Marty 
Frost, and Associate Jasmine Brooksby, who 
have all reached 10 years with our firm. 

Congratulations to Associate Ted Bourchier and 
his wife Stefania, who recently welcomed their 
baby boy, Alessano. We hope that they have 
been settling in well and enjoying this special 
time!

Taking advantage of the lovely spring weather 
in late October, Graduate of Architecture Bailey 
got married to Bridget, at Lake Breeze Wines in 
Langhorne Creek. We wish them both a happy 
married life together.

In November, the 2025 Swanbury Penglase 
Open Golf Championship was held at Flagstaff 
Hill Golf Course with 20 of our staff members 
attending. The competition was fierce, but 
ultimately Director Matt Raven, Architect Joshua 
Paech and Graduate of Architecture Jake 
McCabe took out the win. 

Staff were treated to a site visit to see how the 
New Sports and Performing Arts Centre at St 
Peter’s Girls is progressing. The tour was led 
by Project Architect Ted Bourchier. It is certainly 
taking shape and we can’t wait to see it upon 
completion.

Meanwhile, Director Andrew Klenke jetted off to 
New Zealand, with top destinations including 
Mount Taranaki, the New Zealand Parliament 
Buildings and the Hobbiton Movie Set.

Staff 
Notes

Name: Andrew Phillips

Position: Director

Current projects: Currently I 
have about 35 projects going at 
different levels of involvement, 
however some of the larger ones 
include St Peters Girls Gymnasium 
and Performing Arts Building, St 
Columba College New Senior 
School, Trinity College Senior 
School Extension, Gawler Campus, 
Trinity College New Middle 
School, Roseworthy Campus, 
New Northern Suburbs High 
School, St Andrews ELC extension, 
St Francis of Assisi College, 
Renmark, Adelaide Workers 
Homes Apartments and the UniSA 
Aboriginal Knowledges Centre

What inspires you? Nature

Design Idols: Not necessarily idols, 
but I admire the work of Glenn 
Murcutt, Peter Stutchbury, Alvar 
Aalto and Frank Lloyd Wright

Bailey & BridgetGolf Day

St Peter’s Girls
site tour

Alessano Bourchier

James, Samuel and Ivana

Sitenotes stats..

Births: 56

Engagements: 24

Weddings: 37

Overseas Holidays: 68

Staff Profiles: 79

Retirements: 3
Registrations: 22

A sample of 
countries visited:
Austria, Belgium, 
Cambodia, Canada, 
China, Cuba, France, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Luxembourg, 
Malaysia, Malta, 
Mexico, Myanmar, 
New Zealand, 
Singapore, South 
Africa, Spain, 
Sweden, Vietnam

Pencil vs computer?

Pencil

Both

Com
pute

r

Dig
ita

l P
encil

39.5%

39.5% 15.8%

5.3%

Design you wished you could take 
credit for: Whilst I admire many 
buildings and urban spaces around 
the world, I respect the architects and 
designers who created them.

Pencil vs computer (your 
preference): Pencil

Fav eatery: Little Rickshaw, Aldinga 
(amazing contemporary Vietnamese)

Most treasured possession: My son’s 
watch

Best thing about living in Adelaide: 
Everything being accessible within 30 
minutes, great lifestyle

Fantasy (or next) holiday destination: 
South America in 2027

First favourite song as a kid: Don’t 
have a favourite song, but enjoyed 
listening to Bachman Turner Overdrive, 
Queen and Kiss.

Currently listening to: ABC podcast 
Awaye (Aboriginal Arts and Culture 
stories)

Life motto: Live Well

Superpower (if you could have one): 
Being in more than one place at the 
same time

Growing up you thought you would 
be: Architect/Pharmacist

Memorable SP (Swanbury Penglase) 
moment: The whole of office weekend 
away on the Gold Coast which included 
some creative car pooling

We’ve taken some stats from our last 
100 issues. Here are the results:

New Zealand 
Parliament Building 
including the 
‘Beehive’, Wellington

Historic Māori whakairo 
carving, Te Kawau 
Gallery, Auckland Art 
Gallery Toi o Tamaki
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